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A PRAYER IN TIME OF WAR 


Almighty God, ‘Father of men, Ruler and Judge of nations, have mercy 

on us, we pray Thee, and strengthen us as members of the Church of 

c rist to meet with courene and fidelity the special duties of these times. 
Give us grace, we beseech Thee 


To purge our own hearts of arrogance and selfishness; 
To steady and inspire the nation; 


To keep ever before the eyes of ourselves and of our allies the ends for 
which we fight; 


To hold our own nation true to its professed aims of justice, liberty, and 
brotherhood; 


To testify to our fellow-Christians in every land, most of all to those 
from whom for the time we are estranged, our consciousness of unbroken 
unity in Christ; 

To unite in the fellowship of service multitudes who love their enemies 


and are ready to join with them in rebuilding the waste places as soon as 
peace shall come; 


To be diligent in works of relief and mercy, not forgetting those minis- 
tries to the spirit to which, as Christians, we are especially committed; 

To keep alive the spirit of prayer, that in these times of strain and sor- 
eae may be sustained by the consciousness of the presence and power 
° ; 


To hearten those who go to the front, and to comfort their loved ones 
at home; 


To care for the welfare of our young men in the army and navy, that 
they may be fortified in character and made strong to resist temptation; 


To be vigilant against every attempt to arouse the spirit of vengeance 
and unjust suspicion toward those of foreign birth or sympathies; 


To protect the rights of conscience against every attempt to invade them; 
To maintain our Christian institutions and activities unimpaired, to be 
diligent in the observance of the Lord’s Day and in the study of the Holy 


Scriptures, that the soul of our nation may be nourished and renewed through 
the worship and service of Almighty God; 


a a aa 


To guard the gains of education, of social progress, and of economical 
freedom, won at so great a cost, and to make full use of the occasion to set 
them still further forward, even by and through the war; 


To keep the open mind and forward look, that the lessons learned in war 
may not be forgotten when comes that just and sacred peace for which we 
pray; 


Above all, to call men everywhere to new obedience to the will of our 
Father God, who in Christ has given Himself in supreme self-sacrifice for 


the redemption of the world, and who invites us to share with Him His 
ministry of reconciliation. 


We humbly beseech Thee to hear us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


—From the War-time Message of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in Americe 
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1005—The Sunday-school work in Mission 
Fields 


Question—Have you any idea as to the success of 
the Sunday-school work in mission lands? 


The best information at our command 
seems to indicate that there are 36,610 Sun- 
day-schools in mission lands, having 1,777,- 
483 pupils. 





1006—The World’s Population 


Question—What is the population of the world, 
numerically? And what part of it has been reach 


by Christianity? 

The population of the entire world is put 
down at 1,691,000,000. It is estimated that 
one-third of this number is Christian, but 
this one-third includes 392,860,000 of the 
Greek and Roman Catholics. 





1007—Woman Suffrage 


Question—Is Woman Suffrage now in force in the 
United States? I see the papers are saying it was 
adopted by Congress, January 10. Does that mean 
that women can now vote throughout the United 
States in all elections? 


I think not. It only means that Congress 
has decided to authorize the submission of 
the question to the popular vote of the 
several States. If two-thirds of the States 
shall favor it, then it will become the law 
of the land. 





1008—What is the Matter With Secretary 
Baker? 


Question—I see there is much criticism of Secretary 
Baker. What has he done to merit it? 


The man outside wishes to get inside, 
at least the charges indicate a thing of that 
sort. On Monday, January 28, Secretary 
Baker went before a special committee in 
Congress and gave a full account of his ad- 
ministration as Secretary of War, and 
seems to have convinced the committee that 
there is no ground for the complaints which 
have been made of late. On the contrary, 
he seems to have shown that he and his 
men have done wonders—that they have 
raised and trained and equipped the largest 
army that was ever equipped and drilled in 
the history of the world in so short a time. 





1000—The Design of Punishment 


Question—What is the design of punishment as 
taught in the Bible?7—B. H. Chrisman. 


The earliest design of punishment seems 
to have been retaliation. We read in Lev. 
24:19, 20 to this effect. The second design 
seems to have been punishment as a correc- 
tive, as in Psa. 119: 67, where the Psalmist 
admitted that before he was afflicted he 
went astray. Then finally punishment was 
administered as punishment for wickedness. 
Let us turn to Psa. 9:17, where we read: 
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God.” In Matt. 
25: 41, it seems to be pretty clearly stated 
that men, who refuse to do good but do 
wickedly, are to have their portion in ever- 
lasting fire, which was prepared for the 
devil and his angels. And what is the sin 
most common among men for which they 
must suffer eternal punishment? It is the 
sin of repudiating the love of God by re- 
fusing to yield to Him and then going into 


the service of the wicked one. That means 
separation from God, and that is punish- 
ment for the crime of rebellion against God. 





1010—Who Enforces the Divine Lawf 
Question—Who enforces the divine law?—B. H. 
Chrisman. 
The Author of the divine law enforces its 
penalties, but He does so only as the last 
resort to justice. He gives men and women 


ed every chance to repent and believe and be 


saved. If they finally reject the offers of 
mercy, choosing to live in hell, the Lord 
leaves them to receive the consequences of 
their own choosing. Having chosen hell, 
they have to take the results of disobedience 
and rebellion. Do you say this cannot be 
so? Well, if you choose to take the chance 
of believing that God made a mistake, you 
can do so, but I am afraid to risk it. I 
prefer to believe God and to do my best 
to obey Him. 





1011—Christianity or Infidelity, Whicht 


Question—The author of the article on page 38, 
No. 3, Vol. CX of THE HERALD says the Church will 
have to decide which shall dominate its life, Chris- 
tianity or infidelity? Did not the Church decide this 
question almost 1900 years ago? If it has not decided 
this question already, then it cannot be the Church. 
All infidels are followers of Anti-Christ and cannot 
be a part of the true Church of Christ, any more than 
a German spy can be a part of the United States 
Government. Both must continue until the pit receive 
the Anti-Christ. Let not your heart be troubled— 
read John 14.—W. L. Coryell. 


Jesus did decide that Christianity and not 
infidelity should dominate the life of His 
Church, and that decision stands to-day. 
While this is true, it is also true that there 
is an element in the visible Church of Christ 
which is repudiating the fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity, such as the inspira- 
tion of the Bible, the supernatural in Chris- 
tianity, the genuineness of miracles, the res- 
urrection of the dead, and the inerrancy of 
the Scriptures. This element in the Church 
of to-day is very bold and making a grasp 
at everything at all in its reach. There 
can be no question but that the materialists, 
the higher critics, and the new theology 
men are doing all in their power to domi- 
nate the visible Church. It is on this ac- 
count that the writer to whom you refer 
made the statement that the Church may 
soon have to decide which shall dominate its 
life, Christianity or infidelity. When Christ 
instituted the Church, He decided that the 
great truths of Christianity shall dominate 
the life of the Church, but to-day 
there is another element, an element 
which repudiates the fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity, somewhat as named 
above, and perhaps others, and seeking to 
introduce a man-made Christianity—one 
which some of these men assert will be 
reasonable and so much more acceptable to 
the people. If this element should be per- 
mitted to dominate the visible. Church, - it 
will come to pass in the not far distant fu- 
ture that this element in the Church ‘will 
let its thought of unbelief be rampant in 
the Church. Perhaps you will ask me if 


there is any likelihood of such a thing com- 


ing to pass? Yes, and no! Yes, if the 
Church shall continue to persuade itself 


that there is no danger of such a calamity 
coming upon us, and so give full rein to the 
leaders of this movement to that end. But, 
no, if the Church shall awake and stand 
for the truth—the truths which Jesus gave 
it as its foundation stones in the mighty 
spiritual structure which He is building. 
There are many excellent people who think 
there is no danger at all of such a catas- 
trophe befalling us. The editor of this pa- 
per has been rebuked because he takes such 
a determined stand against the work of this 
element in the Church. As a matter of 
fact, he cannot do otherwise, and before he 
would shut his mouth in such a critical situ- 
ation, he would immediately vacate the edi- 
torial chair. All this very active element 
asks for is to be let alone, while they do 
their work against the great fundamental 
truths of Christianity. The Church must 
be awakened and shown its danger at this 
critical juncture. Let us stand for Bible 
Christianity or none—that is THE HERALD’s 
well-known position, and may God help us 
to maintain it to the end! 





1012—When Was the Promise Verified? 
Question—Thanks for your beautiful answer to No. 
please tell us when if ever the promise of Jesus (St. 
John 14:12) was verified? How could greater power 
that of calling the dead and buried 
from the grave, casting out demons and healing the 
leprous? The disciples of Mrs. Eddy claim a greater 
eee an some bet been of OS. seal 


Jesus gave the reason why His disciples 
should do greater works than He had done 
while in the flesh. He said, “Because I go 
unto the Father, they that believe on me 
shall do greater works.” Notice closely that 
He was going to the Father, the source of 
all power. Notice also that only those who 
were united to Jesus by faith were to have 
this power, so in reality even the greater 
works than He did in the flesh were the 
outcome of His close association with the 
Father, working through the Holy Spirit 
and so through believers. When He was 
here on earth, He healed the sick, forgave 
sins, opened the eyes of the blind, unstopped 
the ears of the deaf, and raised the dead to 
life. And do you ask, What greater works 
could any one do? Listen! Working through 
the Spirit as poured out upon believers, Jesus 
proposes to save the world from sin, so far as 
the world will allow Him to do so, and 
then in addition to that He has undertaken 
to rule the world in righteousness and 
will yet accomplish it, not only so, but He 
proposes to cover this old sinful world with 
the glory of God and at last to deliver it 
up to God the Father, redeemed and purified 
and made fit for the Kingdom of God. These 
are some of the things Jesus is undertaking 
to do, working through the Spirit and His 
believing disciples. And would you not be 
willing to admit that to do these things will 
mean the exercise of greater power than 
Jesus exercised while in His earthly minis- 
try? His earthly ministry was but the be- 
ginning of His work. The greater things 
which He will do through Spiri 
and believing disciples we 
finishing of His work, as 








J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 





LET US BRAVELY 


HAT is ordinarily known as the sec- 
W ond coming of Christ is just now 
attracting a good deal of attention, 
both in Europe and America. As usual, 
there are two sides to the question. On the 
one side, we find standing men and women 
who believe that Jesus is coming back to 
this earth in a way akin to the manner of 
His going, as announced by the two men 
who were standing by as Jesus went up in 
the ascension. Acts 1: 10,11. On the other 
hand, there are men who oppose this view 
and declare that the second coming of Christ 
means nothing more than His coming to the 
believer in death, or His spiritual coming 
to each individual in his or her spiritual 
regeneration. The lines are drawn sharply 
and criticism is free and sometimes severe. 
As a student of the second coming of 
Christ, in like manner as He went away, 
we have found the line of demarkation be- 
tween the two views controlled largely by 
the way men look at the Scriptures. The 
men who stand for the inspiration of the 
Bible and the supernatural in Christianity, 
practically to a man, stand for the second 
coming of Christ as announced by the two 
men in Acts 1:10, 11, while the men and 
women who believe-that it is their privilege 
to cut out just what does not suit them in 
the Bible, just as they would in any other 
book, almost without exception, stand 
against the visible and personal return of 
the Lord. and His millennial reign on. the 
earth. They speak and write of this matter 
as if there were something bordering on con- 
tempt and ridicule in the men who signed 
the following “manifesto” on the second 
coming of Christ. 

That our readers may get.a clearer idea 
of the facts criticised, we quote the paper 
as follows: 

First—That the present crisis points to- 
ward the close of the times of the Gentiles. 

peg cag gpeponedh fer ag 
will be manifested as evidently as to His 
disciples on the evening of His resurrection. 

Third—That the completed church will be 
translated, to be “forever with the Lord.” 

Fourth—That Israel will be restored to 
its own land in unbelief, and be afterward 
converted by the appearance of Christ on 
its behalf. 

Fifth—That all human schemes of recon- 


struction must be subsidiary to the second 
coming of our Lord, because all nations will 
be — to His rule. : 
Six That under the rei of Christ 
there will be a further great effusion of the 
Holy Spirit on all flesh. ; 
Seventh—That the truths embodied in this 
statement are of the utmost practical value 
in ining Christian charactér and ac- 
tion with reference to the pressing problems 


ALFRED Byrp, C egationalist. 
WILLIAM FULLER GouCcH, Presbyterian. 
H. Wess-PEPioe, Episc n. 
J. Stuart HOLDEN, lian. 
DINSDALE T..YounG, Methodist. 


These are among the world’s greatest 
preachers, but our materialistic, higher 


FACE THE ISSUE 


critic, new theology confrere, The Christian 
Century, seems very much disgusted with 
this manifesto, and the men who signed it, 
as when that paper says: 


These thoughts ran straight and swiftly 
back to the sources whence this wretched 
kind of Biblical teaching originates—the 
“Bible Institutes” of Chicago and Los An- 
geles and New York, such religious papers 
as The Christian Herald and the deteriorat- 
ed Sunday School Times, and certain popu- 
lar preachers like F. B. Meyer, G. Campbell 
Morgan, and the leaders of the “Keswick 
School” in England. 


Just suppose the war should end in Feb- 
ruary. Tens of thousands of people the 
world over will be confirmed in a view of 
the Scripture that debases the Bible to the 
level of Irl Hicks’ Almanac, and their cred- 
ulous minds will be for years to come rich 
and inviting soil for exploitation by the 
oa of all sorts of cryptic interpre- 

tions. 


The whole question may be repulsive to 
the editor of The Christian Century, but to 
the inspired writers of the Bible it was one 
of the most precious themes discussed in the 
days of the apostles, being mentioned more 
frequently, if possible, than any other. Tell 
us where a man stands on evolution, ma- 
terialism, higher criticism, and the new the- 
ology, and we can locate him at once as to 
the second coming of Christ. We do not 
claim there is no exception to this rule, but 
so far as we now call to mind, there is no 
exception. Knowing the attitude of the edi- 
tor of The Christian Century along these 
lines, we can at once place him on the ques- 
tion of the second coming of Christ—he is 
against it, notwithstanding it is as a golden 
cord running through the New Testament, 
and one of the most frequent themes of dis- 
cussion therein given. 

In The Western Recorder we get the other 
side of the question as when it says: 

These are well-known names, and are 
among the world’s greatest preachers. That 
these eminent men, of different denomina- 
tions, should feel called upon to issue such 
a statement, is of itself exceedingly signifi- 
cant. 

We are decidedly of the opinion that the 
end of the age is at hand. As it seems to 
us, the prophecies concerning His coming 
are being rapidly fulfilled. “Wars and ru- 
mors of wars” are upon us. Famine and 
pestilence are abroad in the land. Nation 
is rising against nation. The return of the 
Jews to the land of their fathers is appar- 
ently near at hand. Indeed, ev ing 
points to the speedy coming of Christ, and 
a thousand years of millennial glory. Watch, 


for in such an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh. 


There are two facts on which the men 


and women who believe in the premillennial 
coming of Jesus are often misunderstood 
and charged wrongfully, viz.: It is charged 
that they do not work for the spread of 
the gospel among men, and ‘that they are 
continually setting forth the very date on 
which He is coming. Both of these charges 
are unfair and, as we believe, untrue. So 
far as work is concerned, we mean Christian 
work, there are no more zealous and godly 
workers in the Lord’s vineyard than are the 
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“Earnestly 
Once . 


tend for the Faith Which Was 
Uate the Saints.”—Jude 3. 







men whose names are attached above to 
that “manifesto.” The nearest any true be- 
liever in the second coming of Christ comes 
to setting the day you may find in the fact 
that they believe Mark 13: 28-31. So, though 
we may not, and do not, know the day of 
His coming, but we may see some signs 
which portend His early coming, just as the 
budding of the fig-tree indicates that spring 
is nigh. What mean the early buds of the 
springtime? Oh, they mean that spring is 
nigh. So may certain signs tell us, not of 
the day or the hour of His coming, but of the 
fact that that day is drawing nigh. On this 
line of teaching we are glad to be seen in 
company with these men named above. Let 
the men and women who doubt the second 
coming remember that when He comes, He 
will come suddenly, when our friends who 
repudiate the second advent, are not looking 
for Him. Be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as ye think not, He will come. 





CAN TRUTH STAND ON A FALSE 
BASIS? 


(Number Three) 


In two former papers we have presented 
facts from German and French scholars 
to show that the scholarship of the world 
does not sustain “modernists” in their 
claims for Evolution, Materialism, Higher 
Criticism, New Theology, ete. We must be 
permitted to add the testimonies of scholars. 
of another nation, viz., the English, and. 
surely some of the world’s great lights are 
among the English. 


We are told that Dr. Etheridge, of the: 
British Museum, said to be one of the great- 
est fossilologists in the world, declares: “In 
all this great museum, there is not a par- 
ticle of evidence of the transmutation of 
species. Nine-tenths of the talk of evolu- 
tionists is sheer nonsense.....This museum 
is full of proofs of the utter falsity of their 
views.” 

Another of England’s great scholars, 
Prof. L. S. Beale, of King’s College, London, 
the peer of Lord Kelvin, and a specialist in 
biology, in which it is said that he scarcely 
had an equal in all the world, in an ad- 
dress before the Victoria Institute in June, 
1903, said: “The idea of any relation hav- 
ing been established between the living and 
the non-living by a gradual advance from 
lifeless matter...... has not the slightest 
evidence from the facts of any section of 
living nature of which anything is known.. 
There is no evidence that man has descended 
from, or is, or was, in any way specially 
related to, any other organism in nature 
through evolution, or by any other process.” 

Thomas Carlyle declared that evolution is 
“a gospel of dirt.” John Ruskin, in refer- 
ring to evolution, said: “There is not one 
logical argument in its favor.” Sir J. 
William Dawson, an eminent geologist, is 
quoted as having said: “The evolution doc- 


‘ trine is one of the greatest phenomena of 


humanity, a system destitute of any shadow 
of proof.” The distinguished John Tyndall, 








124 (4) 
although at one time he was in sympathy 
with evolution, to the point of claiming that 
dead matter contained the promise and po- 
tency of life, has himself declared: “There 
ought to be a clear distinction made between 
science in the state of hypothesis and 
science in the state of fact. And inasmuch 
as it is still in its hypothetical stage, the ban 
of exclusion ought to fall upon the theory 
of evolution. I agree with Virchow that the 
proofs of it are still wanting, that the fail- 
ures have been lamentable, that the doctrine 
is utterly discredited.” 

Perhaps the most valuable witness we 
have against evolution is Sir Alfred Russell 
Wallace, 2 man who was himself a pioneer 
with Charles Darwin in introducing the 
modern evolution theory. Hear him, for he 
is surely entitled to be heard. He is quoted 
as having said: “It is my conviction that 
there must have been three interpositions of 
a supernatural power to account for things 
as they are.” 

That being true, Mr. Wallace must have 
believed that evolution was false in theory, 
and if so, he must have believed the Genesis 
account of creation. Did he not claim that 
divine power was necessary to have things 
as they are? If the man who was himself 
a pioneer in introducing evolution along 
with Charles Darwin, could not defend it as 
supplanting the Bible view of creation, why 
should men of far less caliber and far less 
training along scientific lines, be contending 
for its truth? Does not the fact that a 
man contends for the truth of evolution, 
even to the point of claiming that the schol- 
arship of the world, supports that theory, 
mark him as a man who cannot accept our 
Bible. And if he cannot accept our Bible, 
what source of authority has he for believ- 
ing anything as to salvation from sin and 
the joys of eternal life? 

In the year 1912, President Schaefer, of 
the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, in his opening address at 
Dundee, Scotland, maintained that all life 
can be accounted for by chemistry and me- 
chanics. To this declaration Sir Alfred 
Russell Wallace replied with spirit, giving 
the most emphatic testimony against the 
materialistic origin of life. In summing up 
his view-point, he said: 

I submit that, in view of the actual facts 
of growth and organization as here briefly 
outlined, that living protoplasm has never 
been chemically produced—the assertion 
that life is due to chemical and mechanical 
processes alone is quite unjustified. Neither 
the probability of such an origin, nor even 
its possibility, has been supported by any- 


thing which can be termed scientific fact 
or logical reasoning. 


Now remember that Mr. Wallace was a 
coworker with Mr. Darwin in the develop- 
ment of the theory of materialistic evolu- 
tion, and yet he lived to see the day when 
he, one of its sponsors, pronounced it im- 
possible of verification. This being true, 
what can induce men of much less mental 
caliber, and certainly of much less acquaint- 
ance with the theory of evolution, to stand 
up and defend a theory, necessarily un- 
christian, against the testimony of so many 
of the scientific men of our day, and espe- 
cially against the testimony of the man 
who was directly associated with Mr. Dar- 
win in the study of this matter in its intro- 
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ductory stage? Even Mr. Darwin himself 
has been quoted as declaring that he never 
meant to be taken so seriously, that what 
he did do was to throw out suggestions for 
the study of scientific men, and if we are not 
mistaken, Mr. Darwin himself admitted that 
there is a “missing link” in his theory and 
that this link had never been supplied. 
Think of it, brethren! In the fact of such 
staggering testimony against the theory of 
evolution, there are men of to-day, even 
ministers of the gospel, who stand for evo- 
lution as the basis of creation, rather than 
the inspired account of creation as given 
to us in Genesis. And yet these very men 
wish us to admit that they are the scholars 
of this age. Away with the very thought 
of such an absurdity! If such men wish to 
see their own portrait from this standpoint, 
let them read Matt. 11: 25. 


We put the issue squarely up to thinking 
men: On the one hand we have a Bible that 
has stood the fiercest opposition for more 
than two thousand years, a part of it for 
much more, and a part of it for some less, 
but all of it has been subjected to the 
fiercest opposition, not once, nor twice, but 
through the ages of its existence, and yet 
it stands unharmed and as full of vitality 
as ever, while, on the other hand, we have 
a man-made theory, with the maker largely 
repudiating the theory of evolution before 
his death, and the balance of the scientific 
world dreadfully divided as to the truth of 
that theory, one scientist declaring that 
there is nothing in it but nonsense, another 
characterizing it as the “gospel of dirt,” 
and another taking a stand for it as truth. 
The Bible standing for ages in the face of 
its enemies, with not one able to disprove its 
statements, and the theory of evolution pre- 
senting to the world one vast mud-hole of 
confusion, one scientist standing for it and 
another standing against it. May we ask in 
all sincerity, how can Christian men take 
a stand for evolution, with the scientists all 
divided into many sections over a man-made 
theory, while on the other hand we have 
the Bible, the great repositum of revealed 
truth, standing all attacks and yet main- 
taining its solidity for two thousand years, 
and to-day the greatest power for the up- 
lift and blessing of human life which the 
world has ever seen, how we say, can a 
Christian man take his stand for the truth 
of evolution and at the same time deny the 
value and validity of many parts of the 
Word of God? 


If we have any such men among us, we 
appeal to them to return to their first love 
and to the highest authority for all that is 
good and true in this life, as a school for 
the life to come; return, we say, to the “im- 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture,” and let 
your faith find a sure resting-place there. 
We make this appeal, not in ridicule, nor yet 
by way of irritation, but in pure love to men 
and women who profess to have been for- 
given of their sins by the saving power of 
the Son of God; we appeal to you, we say, 
because so much is depending upon a united 
Church in the great world conflict with sin. 
Bear in mind this: The Church cannot 
stand with half of its ministers believing 
the Bible to be the revealed will of God, 
while the other half believes that evolution 
is true and superseding the Bible. We 
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cannot make progress under such conditions. 
As a matter of fact, if any wish to see 
the truth as it is, remember that little real 
spiritual progress has been made since the 
ministers of the Church divided over evolu- 
tion and the Bible. We cannot afford it, 
brethren, and we appeal to any thus misled 
to take the matter under serious considera- 
tion. What shall we do about it? Hold 
to error? Or give it up for the truth? 





Mentionings 





*** T hope that the Y. M. C. A. and other 
Christian work in the newly formed Ameri- 
can armies will be pushed as strenuously ss 
possible, that frightful moral wreckage may 
be averted.—Rev. E. C. Fry, Utsunomiya, 
Japan. 


*** Rev. W. A. Freeman is considering 
the matter of entering the chaplaincy of the 
Navy. He would make a faithful man for 
the place. We also hear that Rev. Carlyle 
Summerbell, D. D., and Rev. B. F. Black 
are also considering the matter of taking a 
similar step. 


*** At the time of the conference at—— 
, the tempter had been trying to de- 
stroy my faith in prayer. I went there, 
asking for a message which might be help- 
ful. That night, when the minister who was 
to preach announced his text, 1 John 38: 22, 
I knew the message was coming. I was 
drinking in every word and was wonderful- 
ly helped. But on a succeeding evening 
there was another sermon on prayer by one 
of our prominent men, which I felt, as I 
listened, was crushing all the hope within 
me. I do not remember much of it now, 
do not want to, but he said not one in ten of 
his prayers was answered. That night I 
slipped to my room as soon as I could, but 
I could not sleep, the agony was so terrible. 
I thought of the upper room at home, where 
I had gone so many times to be alone with 
Him and His Word, and wondered if all 
was over. I began saying the name of Jesus 
over and over to myself. It was all that was 
needed. The storm was over and a great 
calm came—He came so near I could almost 
feel His touch and hear His voice gently 
saying, “Be not cast down, but hope on, trust 
on, pray on, those promises are true, but 
they are only to those who believe and obey. 
I was not personally acquainted with either 
of these ministers, but it came to me clear- 
ly how two men could take such widely dif- 
ferent views—one trying to live in obedi- 
ence, the other living in open violation of 
God’s commandments. I have proved those 
prayer-promises over and over since. They 
are true—He not only helps in spiritual 
things, but in temporal. In these years of 
the care of the farm, there has not been a 
need, whether it was help on the farm, or 
help in my spiritual life, that He did not 
fully do His part in answer to prayer. I 
did not mean to tell you of all this. I have 
tried to shun it. Over and over I have asked 
the Lord for proof that it is my duty to 
tell it to others, in the hope of helping, and 
each time the fleece has been wet or dry 
as I asked, so there was nothing else to do. 
May He use the experience of one of His 
humble children to help others.—Ineognite 
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*** For New England Letter, see page 24. 


*** The first business of every man is to 


seek truth. 


*** Be patient! 
trust and go ahead! 


*** Find the truth and it will set you 


free from error and free to do the right 
thing. 


*** The true preaching of the gospel is 
the power of God to them that believe it and 
practice it. 


Be forbearing! Then 


*** ‘You need your church paper and your 
church paper needs you. Fall into line and 
let us have your subscription. 


*** Truth is the star of the life of man. 
Keep your eyes fixed on it and you will not 
go far astray for the lack of guidance. 


*** Do not criticise a brother unless 
righteousness demands it, and even then, 
be careful lest you do him a wrong in 
criticising. 


*** Quite a large number of our churches 
have been unable to hold their regular 
services of late, due to the shortage in coal 
and the severe weather. 


*** Rev. J. Bowdish Gove, Sprakers, N. 
Y., has greatly improved in health and will 
soon be active again, the Lord willing. His 
many friends will be delighted with this 
good news. 


*** Have you ordered a copy of the 
Annual? It is out and ready for purchas- 
ers. Fifty cents a copy. It has 276 pages 
and is crammed full of information for peo- 
ple who are interested in the Christian 
Church. 


*** Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, Sidney, Ind., 
has enlisted in the service of his country. 
It looks as if we shall find ourselves much 
handicapped in many of our fields of labor 
by reason of the many who are called to the 
colors. We wish them well and large use- 
fulness. 


*** The Parma and Greece Christian 
church expect a glorious time the second 
Sunday in February, when they celebrate 
their annual Fellowship Meeting of the 
church, which is usually one of the “red 
letter” days of the church. So says Pastor 
J. H. Bassett. 


*** On account of the severe weather and 
sickness in the family, Rev. A. W. Hook 
was unable to attend the funeral and burial 
of his brother, Rev. C. F. Hook, of Green- 
ville, N. Y. This was a sad disappointment, 
as these brothers were very devoted the 
one to the other. 


*** Rev. Omer S. Thomas has been elect- 
ed a member of the Board of Managers of 
Missionary Education Movement, to serve 
for one year. We are glad to see this recog- 
nition given both to Brother Thomas and 
the Christian Church. Do your best for the 
Board, Brother Thomas. 


*** The Woman’s Missionary Boards are 
making an earnest effort to awaken new in- 
terest in the missionary cause. Let every 
one lend them a helping hand in so far as 
it may be in your power to do so. They 
are doing a great and a good work. 


*** The Board of Education of The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention was recently in 
session at Elon College. Dr. Hugh A. Smith 
was in attendance from Ohio. Dr. W. G. 
Sargent from New England, Rev. John A. 
Stover, A. M., was there from Illinois, Dr. 
John MacCalman was there from New York, 
and Dr. W. T. Walters of Virginia. See 
Dr. N. G. Newman’s report of the meeting. 


*** Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., has ac- 
cepted a call to the pastoral charge of the 
Christian church at Lima, Ohio, and enters 
upon his duties there at once. We shall 
expect the Lima brethren to get some fine 
preaching, not fine merely in words, but 
fine in substance and spirit. Dr. Watkins 
is one of the ablest preachers among us. 
We pray that his labors may be greatly 
blessed in his new field of labor. 


*** The many friends of the Shuman 
family, of Covington, Ohio, will be pained 
to hear of the death of Mrs. J. R. Shuman. 
She had but recently gone to Florida to 
spend the winter. After reaching her desti- 
nation, she was attacked by pneumonia, to 
which she succumbed and passed away far 
from home and loved ones, except two 
daughters, Mrs. Charters and Miss Olive 
Shuman, who were with her when the 
end came. The remains were brought to 
Covington for interment. To the family we 
tender sincere sympathy in this sad bereave- 
ment. 


*** The undersigned has the name of a 
man of extraordinary ability—a pulpit 
orator such as we seldom find nowadays in 
the ministry, spiritually minded, a believer 
in the old-fashioned gospel of Christ. His 
present salary is about fifteen hundred, all 
told, but he might be had for less, should 
the field be encouraging. Any church in 
need of such a man might write me at once, 
or any brother who may wish to exchange 
with the brother in question. All corre- 
spondence must be confidential. Address: 
T. Darley Allen, 3655 W. 46th St., Cleve- 
land, Ohio, who will put correspondents in 
touch with this minister. 


*** The following telegram was received 
just after our last issue had gone to press, 
but it is of sufficient importance to appear 
in this issue: “Champaign, Ill., Jan. 29, 
1918—Evangelistic meeting began at First 
Christian church here last Sunday. Out- 
look promises great results. George D. 
Eastes, Christian church, Norfolk, Va., 
evangelist. He has one open date, begin- 
ning February 17 and would be glad to hold 
meeting for some church in middle West. 
An unusual opportunity for some church. 
Write him at Urbana, Ill. Terms—expenses 
and free-will offering—Roy C. HELFEN- 
STEIN.” We commend this message to our 
pastors and churches. Brother Eastes has 
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done a good work in the Third church at 
Norfolk, Va., and has been much blessed 
elsewhere in evangelistic meetings. 


*** During the last few weeks we have 
suffered derangements in our work, and for 
two causes: 1. The extreme weather has 
made it difficult to get mails through many 
points, especially where the snowdrifts have 
been heavy. 2. The coal shortage has made 
it necessary to close the work of The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association on Mondays and 
that has greatly disturbed our plans of 
work. As a result, some matter has failed 
to appear in an orderly way. This is 
especially true of our New England Letter. 
The last letter came, but so out of time that 
it has been difficult to use it. Brother Eng- 
lish has done his part, but his matter has 
reached us so out of place as to make it 
difficult to use it on time. As it is believed 
that our heatless Mondays are now over, 
we hope soon to have everything running in 
good shape. 


*** We wish our brethren would report 
the news from their fields of labor with 
some degree of regularity. There are breth- 
ren who never report at all, or if at all, only 
once in a great while. We wish they might 
report, not once a week, nor once in two 
weeks, nor yet once a month, nor once a 
year, but every time they have any real 
news which might be considered of interest 
to the brotherhood, or lend encouragement 
to the cause for which we labor. Brethren, 
let this be a special invitation to every 
active pastor who has not reported news 
from his field once during the last year, 
to do so. The invitation is to all to give 
us the news from their fields as it may 
occur, but it is specially to those who have 
not written at all. Field news well pre- 
pared, news which is real news, is always 
gladly welcomed by our readers generally. 
Try your hand, brethren, for once, and then 
again. 


*** The Christian Annual for 1918 is out. 
Orders may be sent to The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. Price, 50 
It contains 276 pages. The matter 
is arranged splendidly—an advantage over 
its predecessors. Dr. Burnett thinks it is 
his best work in that line. It is a superb 
production along the line of our church 
activities, and ought to have a large sale, 
as we hope it will have. Do not put off 
ordering till the spring, for if you do, you 
may not get one at all, as only 1,200 copies 
are published—distributing 1,200 copies 
among 100,000 people shows you how easy 
it would be to miss you. Only one person 
in every eighty-four in our Church can get 
a copy. If you would make sure of a copy, 
order soon, for the day after it came from 
the binder nearly Lalf of the whole number 
had been sold. When you read this perhaps 
half of the 1,200 copies will be in the mails 
and on the way to their purchasers. We 
mention this fact only.to show you, if you 
would make sure of getting a copy, you 
should order it very soon. 





126 (6) 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


———— A GOOD NAME 








By Rev. A. W. Andes, Harrisonburg, Virginia 


Text: A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches.—Prov. 22: 1. 


Perhaps the popular choice would be for 
riches, but a wiser than we has said it is 
better to choose a good name. If choosing 
riches always brought riches there would 
be but few poor people. But while riches 
are not always to be obtained even if we do 
choose to have them, there is something bet- 
ter to be had as a matter of choice—a good 
name. 

If we would have a good name we must 
exercise prudence as to our language and 
conduct. Verse three of the chapter in 
which our text is found says, “A prudent 
man foreseeth the evil.” The entrance to 
every course of conduct should be prefaced 
with a careful looking ahead to see what 
the probable outcome might be. Many a 
person failing to look ahead has gone down 
the road to ruin, despair, loss of good name, 
heaven, and everything else the human 
heart might hold dear. Exercise prudence, 
young man or woman, and thus save your 
best earthly possession—a good name. 


The surest guarantee of a good name is 
to have the fear of the Lord in the heart. 
“By humility and the fear of the Lord are 
riches and honor, and life.” Wealth, high 
position, fine clothes, ability to move in high 
society, and such things, are no foundation 
for a good name. The finest compliment 
any one can pay you is to say that you are 
pious and godly. It may not be so high- 
sounding to worldly ears as many other 
things we sometimes like to hear said of 
us, but after all it is the best. Some people 
adorn themselves in such costly array that 
they have practically nothing to give to the 
support of the Lord’s work. They seem 
thus to care for compliments on, their out- 
ward appearance, but care very little about 
the Lord’s approval or favor. Some of the 
poorest people I know are known by all as 
“a good man, a Christian woman,” etc. 
Their good name is rather to be chosen than 
anything else in this world. Real godliness 
and vital piety are a safeguard against the 
many fiery darts of the evil one that would 
tarnish our good name. 

Let us think also of a good name for the 
community. This should be of interest to 
us because we are classed with the commu- 
nity in which we live or from which we come 
until we have proven ourselves to be either 
better or worse than the average for the 
community. A bad man going out from an 
honorable community is looked upon as re- 
spectable until he proves himself unworthy. 
Likewise, a good man going from a bad 
community is regarded with suspicion until 
he proves himself worthy of confidence. 

Every citizen ought to have enough com- 
munity pride to want a good name for his 
community, and try to obtain it or preserve 
it. I have known some communities to be 
devoid of a good name because of the fre- 
quent crimes committed there; others, be- 
cause of the manufacture, sale, or consump- 
tion of strong drink with the attendant 
drunkenness and debauchery; others, be- 
cause of the prevalence of backbiting, and 
the consequent neighborhood squabbles. 


When any community is noted for any of 
these things it gets a bad name, and this 
malodorous reputation attaches itself to 
every resident thereot until he proves him- 
self above par. Now, a public-spirited citi- 
zen will set himself against every form of 
vice and crime in his community, and try to 
raise the moral standard. He will vote 
against saloons if they exist there; he will 
discourage in every way possible every form 
of evil found there; he will encourage the 
young to go to school and all the people to 
attend church. As no one person alone can 
do what should be done, he will line up with 
every organized movement in the community 
looking toward raising the standard and 





SACRED INVESTMENTS 


There are loyal hearts, there are 
spirits brave, 
There are souls that are pure and 
true; 
Then give to the world the best you 
have, 
And the best shall come back to you. 


Give love, and love to your heart will 
flow, 
A strength in your utmost need; 
Have faith, and a score of hearts will 
show 
Their faith in your word and deed. 


For life is the mirror of king and 
slave, 
’Tis just what you are and do; 
Then give to the world the best you 
have, 
And the best will come back to you. 


—Madeline S. Bridges. 





making the community one to be proud 
of. 

The best organized force in any commu- 
nity is the church. But what can a church 
do without a good name? Unless the 
church can maintain a good name it had 
about as well sell out and quit business. 
You may have a church with plenty of mem- 
bers, plenty of wealth, education, talent, 
a fine building, a magnificent choir, an able 
preacher, and all that, but without a good 
name it is a dead thing in the community, 
and its stench will be more unwholesome 
than helpful while it stands, like a whited 
sepulcher, a monument to its own amazing 
folly. I use the word “stands” with some 
hesitation. It may “stand” for a while. It 
is more likely to fall. It surely will not go 
forward unless it can rid itself of its handi- 
cap, and win back its good name. If a 
church is thus handicapped its first need is 
not some new equipment, but such a reno- 
vation as will give it a good name and influ- 
ence in the community. 

Inasmuch as the good name of the church 
is so vital to its growth and influence let 
us note first a few ways in which an indi- 
vidual member may help spoil the good name 
of his church. 

(1) By being a church boss. The spirit 
of the age is against a boss in any kind of 
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organization, be it social, political, or eccles- 
iastical.. We Americans are especially out 
and out for freedom, and unequivocally op- 
posed to a one-man power. When it becomes 
generally known that Bro. Somebody has 
elected himself to the position of boss in the 
church, and is running things to suit his 
own sweet will, regardless of the rights and 
desires of others, people begin to wag their 
heads and keep hands off. Many a church 
has been ruined by the imposition and in- 
justice of one or two self-elected church 
bosses. This kind of un-American officer 
usually goes on the principle of rule or ruin, 
and he generally manages to do both. The 
church thus afflicted should step in in a 
brotherly but positive style and show the 
boss to a seat on the common level, and, as 
a whole church, take the reins in hand, 
being governed by the majority, always sub- 
ject, of course, to the higher authority of the 
Holy Spirit. 

(2) By being a church drone. As great 
a hindrance as the church boss is, a hin- 
drance far more common among us is the 
church drone. And, in fact, many who com- 
plain about the boss are those who have 
shirked duty, and thus forced some one more 
faithful to assume an added responsibility. 
It is sometimes said that about one-third of 
the church membership carries the principal 
part of the load, and that the other two- 
thirds are dwelling at comparative ease in 
Zion. I do not know how to make an accu- 
rate calculation on this point, but I do know 
that if this is anywhere near the truth such 
a condition ought not to exist. I can see 
no reason why any one member should be 
any less interested in the church than an- 
other. It is true some cannot do as much 
as others, but that does not mean that their 
interest should be less. Any member ought 
to be loyal enough to stand by his church, 
attend it, support it, work for it, and pray 
for it, or he ought to have enough respect 
for the good name of his church to ask that 
his name be dropped from the roll, so that 
his membership as a drone might not cast 
a shadow over the church. An organization 
composed largely of drones does not and 
cannot command the respect of the thinking 
people in any community. It thereby loses 
its good name, and its prospect of growth. 

(8) By being a church sharpshooter. 
Occasionally a member is found who by his 
sharp criticism or unkind slurs of others and 
their work so intimidates or discourages 
them as to make them unwilling often to do 
the work they should do in the church. The 
preacher sometimes goes a-limping too from 
a wound inflicted by the church sharp- 
shooter. Criticism of the right kind has its 
place, but encouragement and wise. counsel 
fill a much larger place in the church. Only 
a few well-directed shots from the sharp- 
shooter, sometimes, are sufficient to turn the 
tide of the church in the wrong direction, 
and cast a shadow upon its good name. 

The church may inject itself into the favor 
of the people by the piety and godly lives of 
its members. Where such a wholesome condi- 
tion exists among at least greater part of 
the members, the people outside are bound 
to hold the church in the highest respect 
even though differing from it in points of 
doctrine. The world admires godliness 
wherever it finds it more than it does sim- 
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ilarity of doctrines and dogmas. Jesus said, 
“I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
me.” 

As a part of godliness there will be relig- 
ious activity. This will express itself in 
soul-winning, in gifts to missions, in faith- 
ful church attendance, and in laying hold 
with a will to every good work the church 
may undertake. People are not drawn to a 
lifeless, inactive, church, and usually have 
but little more inclination to join it than 
they have to board a sinking boat. The 
average outsider is not looking for the 
church that does as little as possible, but 
the one that does as much as possible. For 
a church to advertise as a drawing card that 
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it had done nothing and raised no money 
the past year would be to advertise for its 
own defeat. Are you by your attitude to- 
ward the church and your life in it adding 
to or taking from the: good name of your 
church? 

Vital piety in the individual life, insures 
a good name there, however poor the individ- 
ual may be in many other respects, and the 
same principle lived out in the community 
and in the church by the aggregate of indi- 
viduals composing them will place the royal 
crown of a good name there, and all who 
have thus chosen wisely will eventually have 
great and eternal riches too in the world to 
come. 


EE em 
THE SOLDIER AND THE CIGARETTE 


Recently, in Long Beach, California, 
Evangelist W. E. Biederwolf criticised, in a 
passing remark in one of his sermons, the 
Red Cross societies for sending cigarettes 
and playing cards to the soldier boys, and 
said that none of his money would, with his 
consent, go to these societies for that pur- 
pose. 

One of the newspapers, through its edi- 
torials inflamed the minds of a certain ele- 
ment, and an attack was made on Mr. 
Biederwolf’s patriotism. But practically all 
the Christian people stood back of Mr. 
Biederwolf. The General Committee in 
charge of the evangelistic campaign, com- 
posed largely of business men, and the Vet- 
eran’s Union, composed of some 400 veter- 
ans of the Civil War, passed stirring reso- 
lutions defending Mr. Biederwolf and en- 
dorsing heartily his position on the cigarette 
question. A similar resolution was signed 
by every member of the Ministerial Union. 
In view of the above Mr. Biederwolf writes 
the following: 

“If any word of mine could possibly en- 
courage the American people to support 
the noble, humanitarian work of the Red 
Cross Society more loyally than they are 
now doing, I want that word spoken and 
written at all times and everywhere most 
emphatically. 

“I know that some Christian people feel 
so grieved over the fact that cigarettes and 
playing cards are being distributed by this 
noble organization that they have declared 
that so long as this continues they will re- 
fuse to contribute in any way to its work. 
I am not sure that this position is exactly 
Christian. I am sure that it is not wise. 
If you should fail the Red Cross in this 
hour, think what it would mean if all the 
country followed your example. The holy, 
humanitarian work of the Red Cross must 
be done, and, as loyal Americans, we must 
support it to the very limit of our ability. 
even if we do not like some of the things 
that go along with it. 

“Our soldiers must have every comfort 
possible, and those who suffer must be re- 
lieved, and the Christian patriot cannot do 
otherwise than say, that if it is absolutely 
impossible to get aid to our brave boys for 
the stanching of their wounds and the 
relief of their suffering without cigarettes 
being sent along, then, let the cigarette go 
along. 


“Does any one think for a moment that a 
man with any soul would let a soldier suf- 
fer and bleed to death in the trenches or 
on the battle-field if he could be relieved and 
saved only through aid that had to be ac- 
companied by a cigarette? Most certainly 
not. 

“But it ought not to be impossible, and it 
is not impossible to get that aid to him with- 
out the cigarette, and therefore, while I 
recognize the right of my government to 
draft my dollars and to take my property 
and use it according to its own conscience, 
I recognize the right of no power on earth 
to expect me to become a willing partner to 
an unholy practice. 

“There may be more truth in what Chap- 
lin Stanley H. Roberts, of the Seventh U. S. 
Engineers says than some of us have sur- 
missed: ‘There is no call,’ he says, ‘to lose 
our bearing and reason over one of the sub- 
tlest and most pernicious efforts ever made 
in the history of the world to fasten a bad 
habit on the best of our youth.’ 

“There is no need of arguing the question 
as to the work of the cigarette. Surgeon 
General Sir W. D. Cubbins, in his annual 
report, said: ‘In the interest of this army, 
as well as of the individual soldier, the 
cigarette habit must be checked.’ 

“Col. Maus, of the United States Regular 
Army, says: ‘I can’t give you the figures, 
but I can say that young men are rejected 
yearly at West Point for undeveloped lungs 
and irregular heart action caused by the use 
of tobacco.’ 

“United States Surgeon General Hixey 
says: ‘The prevalence of tuberculosis in the 
Navy is due chiefly to the prevalence of the 
use of cigarettes.’ 

“And in a day like this, when State 
after State has outlawed the cigarette, and 
the vast preponderance of medical authority 
has pronounced against it, and the great 
commercial institutions, it is indeed sad 
to see it encouraged by an organization 
founded for so noble a purpose as that of 
the one under discussion. Coming to the 
boys promiscuously, with so high a sanction, 
it will do more to confirm them in this dis- 
ease-producing habit than many years of 
preaching and reform work can undo. 

“Recently, a letter from the Army-Navy 
Comfort Committee of New York City called 
upon the principals of our schools to urge 
the school children to raise money for com- 


(7) 127 
fort kits which were described as contain- 
ing, among other things, so many cigarettes, 
cigarette papers, etc. dis it this way that 
our army is to be maintained at the highest 
point of efficiency? Is it this way that a 
fifty years’ crusade against the cigarette in 
this land is to be largely undone? Let the 
soldier who wants the cigarettes purchase 
them, which he can easily do, or, let them be 
sent, if they must be, to the soldiers who 
have already contracted the habit, but not to 
those who never cared for the cigarette or 
avoided it while at home. 

“I¢ I had one drop of unpatriotic blood 
in my veins I would hunt a surgeon and 
have him open up the vein that held it and 
take it out. I have contributed to the Red 
Cross Society and shall continue to do so. 
I have canvassed for funds for it from door 
to door. There is a Red Cross Booth now 
in the tabernacle where I am preaching. 
But I believe the minister who is truly 
patriotic and not recreant to his trust will 
not fail to protest against the practice under 
discussion. It is not fair to our boys to do 
80. 

“] write these words with the hope that 
the religious press and the church in general 
will make respectful and earnest petition to 
the Red Cross Societies to eliminate this 
feature from their otherwise holy and noble 
work, and I believe that such a request will 


not be altogether in vain.” 
W. E. BIEDERWOLF. 





THE RELIGIOUS INSTINCT 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


An African woman, when she heard a 
missionary tell of the God of the Christians, 
said: “I always knew there ought to be a 
God like that.” 

Our religious cravings indicate a God 
such as the Bible tells us about, to satisfy 
our longings. Just as there is light for the 
eye and waves of sound for the ear, so 
must there be a Reality corresponding to our 
religious nature. Just as we have food for 
the body, so do we have the Bread of Life 
to satisfy our soul hunger, a spiritual Source 
from which we draw. 

That God has created us on a plan that 
leaves us imperfect, having a side to our 
natures that necessitates His coming in con- 
tact with our lives in order to our attaining 
rest and peace, finds illustration in the lives 
of men and women who have lost faith in 
the Heavenly Father and who because of 
this tell us that life for them has lost its 
charm. And this restlessness and incom- 
pleteness out of God well shows the folly of 
unbelief and indicates, to quote Joseph Bar- 
ker, once head of organized “free thought” 
in England, that “infidelity is madness,” but 
the religion of Christ (which gives meaning 
to life) the perfection of wisdom and good- 
ness.” 


Since only the skin of the seal has any 
commercial value, the flesh of the animal 
is completely wasted. Those who have 
sampled it, say that seal meat is pleasant 
to the taste, and there seems to be no good 
reason why this wasted product may not 
become a food of real value in the United 
States.—E xchange. 
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Wilderness Consecration of Aaron Symbol of 
Jordanic Consecration of Jesus 
By Rev. R. H. Gott, Kokomo, Indiana 


“Anything that cannot be searched to its 
origin, traced through its sequences, predi- 
cated in results, may not receive the mark 
‘sterling.’ The wise man credits nothing 
which he cannot prove, accepts nothing that 
he cannot take into the laboratory for exam- 
ination. He enthrones reason as the censor 
of all things, from whose verdict there is 
no appeal. Lord of the past, critic of the 
present, prophet of the future, reason must 
be chief counselor to the soul.” 

“Nevertheless, the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord 
knoweth them that are His.” 

Religious ordinances and ceremonies 
therefore are for the purpose of enabling 
people to differentiate between each other. 
For instance, we observe some one engaging 
in the performance of some ceremony, we 
instinctively say if we were doing thus we 
would mean such and such things, therefore 
that is what they mean. 


We suppose interpretation of an outward 
act to agree with an inward motive. God 
knows the motive before the act finds per- 
formance. The consecration of Aaron was 
altogether a most impressive scene. In the 
background was seen Mount Sinai, silent 
and shrouded, as if it had never burned with 
fire, or echoed along its gorges a solemn 
decalogue; around were the rich pastures 
of its slopes, stretching away far before 
their desert march. In the holy tabernacle 
raised by a people’s liberality, was Aaron 
consecrated the first high-priest, and clothed 
with robes of beauty, and of glory, in the 
presence of all the people. 

Witness preparatory arrangement as re- 
corded in Exodus, 28th chapter. The actual 
order of consecration went forward as, fol- 


lows: washing, anointing, sacrifice. Exodus 
29th chapter. 


The people witnessing that solemn and 
awe-inspiring service, rightly and correctly 
interpreted its meaning: Aaron and his 
sons and their successors throughout their 
generations were to be their spiritual lead- 
ers and their intermediary between them 
and God. Many instances occurred in which 
the solemn functions of the high-priesthood 
were usurped by those who should not have 
engaged therein. During the long period 
of exile, and through the years intervening 
between Malachi and John Baptist religious 
ordinances and ceremonies had lost their 
Aaronic meaning as result of false rabbin- 
ical interpretation and teaching. Burdens 
heavy to be borne were lain upon the people. 

The forerunner of Christ, John Baptist, 
had lived a life of asceticism which Aaronic 
order never contemplated, neither required. 
As a reformer, he appealed to the people of 
his day to refrain from their evil way, re- 
pent, and return to God. Bring forth there- 
fore fruit worthy of repentance, was the 
burden of his message. “The white flower 
of a blameless life,” spoke in clarion tones 
their goodness and purpose to consecrate 
their lives to God, and the seal of their pur- 
pose in sight of God and presence of men 
should be their baptism in or with water. 


Here was the harking back either con- 
sciously or unconsciously to the beginning 
when Aaron consecrated himself to God and 
His service. The priests, the scribes, and 
the elders asked Jesus by what authority 
he was prosecuting his work. His reply 
was the question: The baptism of John, was 
it from heaven or from men? We aver it 
was the same obtaining in the Aaronic con- 
secration. Jesus, the great Teacher, pre- 
sumed that men could by personal spiritual 
contact with God, comprehend the spiritual 
import of ordinances, so he never conde- 
scended to convey information which might 
be apprehended by earnest seekers after 
truth. Entering upon His work, Jesus said: 
“In the volume of the book it is written of 
me: Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.” 
“Wherefore in all things it behooved him to 
be made like unto his brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people.” 

The days of his minority being ended, he 
sought out John, and demanded public con- 
secration at his hands to the work divinely 
appointed Him of the Father. John hesi- 
tated, but Jesus said, Suffer it to be so 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness. A moment’s reflection would 
suggest that He did not fulfill all the right- 
eousness of his public ministry in that one 
single overt, act, but an integral part of the 
consummate whole. In his public consecra- 
tion there was the duplication of symbols 
which had found their beginning in conse- 
cration of Aaron, viz.: washing, anointing, 
sacrifice. Thus in that instance he became 
an example and pattern for his followers to 
imitate in all succeeding generations. No 
one can be an earnest follower of Jesus 
without earnest consecration expressed in 
public ceremony or implied in earnest Chris- 
tian conduct. 

“Christian Baptism,” page 206, S. M. 
Merrill, D. D., bishop M. E. church, says, 
concerning John Baptist: “Impelled by the 
Spirit within him, he went forth to call the 
people to repentance, and thus to prepare 
the way for the expected Messiah’s advent. 
His was a baptism of repentance for the re- 
mission of sins. It was not Christian bap- 
tism, for that was not yet instituted. Jesus 
of Nazareth had not yet performed any 
official act.” 


Same author, page 54: “The ‘promise 
made unto the fathers,’ in which Jesus 
Christ, as the minister of circumcision, con- 
firmed, was the promise of blessing in the 
seed of Abraham for all nations. This part 
of the covenant existed only in promise, al- 
though it was a covenant promise, ratified 
by the sign of circumcision, until Christ 
came, when the fleshly part of the covenant, 
being fulfilled, passed away, and the spirit- 
ual part came forward in full development, 
in the form of the gospel Church, including 
all the spiritual seed of Abraham, and be- 
stowing upon them the appointed token, 
which is not circumcision, but baptism.” 
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Again we quote same author, page 218: 
“He and John were both under the Levitical 
law, which he came to fulfill, not to destroy. 
The righteousiess must, therefore, have been 
of the law. But what was there in the law 
that demanded this rite? Nothing that we 
can trace to a formal precept immediately 
applicable to the case. The same may be 
said of the whole of John’s baptisms. Yet 
there was something in the law out of which 
John’s baptism grew; and there was a prin- 
ciple in that law, interpenetrating all its 
precepts, and pervading all its ceremonies, 
that could be fulfilled in this extraordinary 
instance. It was that which disallowed any 
public religious service to be performed by 
any one on whom the water of separation 
or dedication had not been sprinkled. It 
was in compliance with the spirit of the 
Levitical law that He deferred His ministry 
till He was thirty years of age, and in the 
same spirit, before beginning His public 
ministry, He sought this religious consecra- 
tion by the use of ‘running water.’ ” 

Because of failure on part of theologians 
to observe continuity of principle involved 
in consecration of Aaron, grave and serious 
errors have been incorporated in the polity 
of the visible Church in its organic form. 

Baptism can in no sense supersede circum- 
cision as a symbol in the Christian dispen- 
sation, unless it be proven that none but 
males are eligible to the ceremony. The 
very fact that many of the disciples of John 
were rebaptized is proof positive that they 
were in ignorance of the real principle in- 
volved in the ordinance. The most preva- 
lent reason given on part of candidates for 
church affiliation and baptism is: “Not put- 
ting away the filth of the flesh, but the an- 
swer of a good conscience toward God.” 
Their reason seems to suggest that they 
regard “conscience as the tongue that tastes 
the flavor of intentions.” 

Aside from consecration, which is the de- 
votion of all of one’s energies to the service 
of Christ and His Church, there can be no 
such thing as a “good conscience.” 

Consecration may be exemplified in a 
public service by observing the same method 
as did Jesus in His Jordanic consecration, 
and remembering that Paul said: “Neverthe- 
less the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, the Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” Thus will the consecration 
of the unbaptized become apparent and 
potent to all observers of those who are 
led by the Spirit of God, their consecration 
being implied by their Christian conduct and 
the rich aroma of the white flower of a 
blameless life. 


“And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” 


ALONG THE WAY 

“The rewards of great living are not ex- 
ternal things, withheld until the crowning 
hour of success arrives; they come by the 
way—in the consciousness of growing power 
and worth, of duties nobly met, and work 
thoroughly done. Joy and peace are by the 
way.” 





“The only preparation for to-morrow is 
the right use of to-day.” 
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SALVATION 


By Rev Robinson Ashby, Crawfordsville, Indiana 


Salvation is two-sided. It has its divine 
and its human side. Both God and man 
have their part. Man cannot perform the 
divine part and God will not perform the 
human. The reason so many fail in their 
religious experience is because they expect 
God to do it all. They have the idea that 
salvation is like an eight-day clock that only 
requires winding on Sunday morning. 

They give no attention to their soul except 
periodically. They seem to think that sal- 
vation is like the process of breathing that 
goes on unconsciously whether we are asleep 
or awake. This is the reason that so many 
say, “I tried Christianity or religion and 
there is nothing to it.” The fact of it is, we 
will get no more out of our religion than we 
put into it. If many people treated their 
bodies as they do their souls, they would 
have been in the cemetery long ago. 

The body cannot be neglected without dis- 
ease and death. God will cooperate with us 
in keeping our bodies vigorous and healthy. 
He will furnish air, but He will not breathe 
for us. He will furnish food, or the oppor- 
tunity to obtain food, but He will not plow, 
nor reap, nor cook, nor eat food for us. And 
God has provided salvation, but He will not 
repent, or consecrate, or believe, or do our 
duty for us. We have a part also, and the 
reason so many fail is because they seem to 
think that the soul can live with less care 
than the body. There are certain conditions 
which, if we fulfill, we shall be vigorous in 
our experience. This matter is of impor- 
tance enough to be given in detail, especially 
for young Christians. First, we ought to 
have regular times for secret prayer. We 
know it is often said, “I do not get time to 
pray.” But people do get time for the 
things that they consider of the most im- 
portance. If we think other things are of 
more importance, of course we will give our 
time to them first. Jesus tells us to enter 
into our closet, and when we shut the door 
to pray to our Father who seeth in secret 
and He will reward us openly. We will 
surely get an open reward if we do so. We 
ought to pray audibly if we possibly can, 
when we pray and get used to the sound of 
our own voice. “Prayer brings victory,” is 
an old motto and it is a true one. 

People who are much in secret prayer are 
strong. And how can a person really love 
God and not want to talk to Him and com- 
mune with Him? 


The man who only prays because he is 
called upon, or because he wants something 
of God, has not advanced beyond the pri- 
mary school of religion. 

Second. We should read God’s Word every 
day—at least a portion of it. It is God’s 
love letter to us. We cannot be strong un- 
less we are people of one book, as D. L. 
Moody expressed it, “A man of one book.” 
The Psalmist pronounces a blessing upon 
“The man that has his delight in the law of 
the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.” He says of such a man, 
“He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water’—that is flourishing and fruitful 
and beautiful in his character. God did 
not give us His Word to have us neglect it. 


Third. We ought to testify to our experi- 
ence. God says, “Ye are my witnesses.” 
He has an urgent case—trying to convince 
men that salvation is a real experience. 
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The world is full of unbelief on the subject 
and no man can gainsay testimony of reli- 
able witnesses. And God wants to put the 
world where they will be without excuse in 
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WORKING OUT OUR 


the matter of their unbelief. He wants 
those who have been saved to tell it. All 
governments pay witnesses for their testi- 
mony. And God does the same. There is 
a peculiar blessing that comes from giving 
testimony. We rob our souls of that bless- 
ing when we restrain our testimony. The. 
testifying Christian is always the strong 
Christian. 


Fourth. We ought to take seasons for 
meditation. This is almost a lost art in 
these modern days. We are too much en- 
grossed in the things of the world. But the 
ancient Christian who became strong in God 
gave time to meditation on the things of 
God. David says, “While I was musing the 
fire burned.” This is a good way to heap 
fuel on the fire that God puts in our hearts. 

Fifth. We ought to be all the time on the 
stretch for more of God and His grace. If 
we are not, we shall stagnate. The Chris- 
tian is like the man who rides the bicycle. 
He must go on, or get off. We must keep 
climbing or fall off. It will take all the 
grace we can get to keep what we now have. 
But if we keep on the stretch for more, we 
shall defeat the devil. 


The old proverb is true, “Flying birds are 
never taken in the snare of the fowler.” 





Similarity of Unclean Spirits and Wicked Habits 


By Stanley Wilson, Fletcher, Ohio 


We are all familiar with what Christ said 
about the unclean spirit, Matthew 12: 43, 
how it returned unto the man, from whom 
it had gone out, and gained admittance into 
his heart again, simply because it was emp- 
ty; so empty it was like a house that had 
been swept and garnished. We have found 
by experience how all evil habits when once 
expelled from our hearts and lives are very 
sure to return, like the unclean spirit and 
seek admittance. The violent user of pro- 
fanity, who has his house or heart cleansed 
by regeneration, is very liable to use pro- 
fanity again when seriously provoked. Also, 
the drunkard, though he may have taken the 
rum cure and cleansed his heart by signing 
the pledge and joining the church, knows 
there are times when he needs to exercise 
great will power to keep out the demon, 
drink. 

The great mistake this man (from whom 
the unclean spirit had gone out) made was, 
he did not at once set about filling his heart 
with something good. He was selfish, being 
content with his own salvation. 


Man’s heart or mind is of such a nature 
it cannot long remain empty. Workers in 
the slum districts know from actual experi- 
ence, the only hope of saving the degener- 
ates who confess Christ is to put them to 
work at once saving others. A certain Sun- 
day-school class in Chicago has this for a 
motto, “Use me or Loose me.” It seems to 
us many pastors would do well to make 
greater use of this motto in their church 
work. They get in the habit of doing all 
the praying and talking and the choir does 
most of the singing. There is little for the 
converted sinner to do except help in the 
collection. 


The wise pastor is the one who gets his 
converts interested as soon as possible in 
the Sunday-school and Endeavor work. We 
well remember how we enjoyed the mid- 
week prayer-meeting long after our conver- 
sion and we know we were the loser when 
forced to give it up. 

We do not claim the unclean spirits spoken 
of by Jesus were the same as wicked habits 
in men to-day, but we do know they have 
a great similarity in the way of returning 
to their victims, also, the surest way to keep 
out these former evil habits is to keep our 
hearts and minds actively engaged in some 
good work. 

If all churches would take as much inter- 
est and spend as much time and energy in 
keeping their converts in the straight and 
narrow way as they do in getting them into 
the church we believe they would prosper 
better. : 

It is not the money a person takes in 
that makes him rich, it is the money he 
saves; just so it is with a church; it is not 
the members that are taken in, but those 
that are saved to be true and loyal members 
that build up the church. 


The things that count we must get ‘for 
ourselves. A boy’s father can leave him, 
perhaps, a million dollars; but he cannot 
leave him a penny’s worth of courage, or 
industry, or nobility of soul. If the boy 
does not win them himself, they never: will 
be his at all—Ezchange. 


“Why should I do it?” the shirker asks 


about a duty. “How can I best do it?” the 
worker asks instead—Exchange. m4 
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A GRAVE QUESTION LIGHTLY CONSIDERED 


By Rev. P. 8. Sailer, East Lynn, Mass. 


The question which I wish to discuss is a 
question to which comparatively few people 
are willing to give serious consideration. It 
is one, however, which is very closely re- 
lated to a subject of absorbing interest to a 
great many people. 

It has been well said that “no question is 
ever settled, until it is settled right.” Self- 
interest has so blinded the vision of men of 
affairs who are interest takers in some form 
or another, that they refuse to even look 
into the matter of the righteousness of the 
practice at all. They are, as a class, per- 
fectly content to allow the prevailing ethical 
standards regarding this matter to do serv- 
ice for them in place of a spiritually quick- 
ened conscience. 

Let it not be suspected for a moment that 
it is my purpose to condemn men of this 
class as such. The point I wish to establish 
is, that the practice is working ir- 
reparable harm to the race, and 
that attention be given the subject, 
which may ultimately save human- 
ity from suffering further injus- 
tice, by righting a colossal wrong. 
The people for the most part who 
suffer from this form of injustice 
most grievously are people who are 
disposed to let the world-leaders do 
their thinking for them. From 
earliest infancy they have been so 
circumstanced that their thinking 
is habitually superficial. Until 
very recent years men in large 
numbers have accepted the fact of 
the exploitation which they suffer- 
ed as an unavoidable calamity, 
which they would do well to bear 
as patiently as possible, lest a 
worse fate befall them. In all too 
many instances our chaotic method 
of living is accepted as a part of 
the general scheme of things, pre- 
determined from eternity. That 
inertia results should cause sur- 
prise to no one. 

Given the assurance that the reader of 
this article shall approach its consideration 
with perfectly unbiased minds, as though 
the taking of interest were an entirely new 
proposition whose ethical status had never 
been determined, I could then write with an 
assurance of convincing every reader of the 
righteousness of my position that would 
leave no shadow of doubt. 

The intelligent reader, however, will find 
it impossible to thus assure me of his com- 
ing to the subject with unbiased mind. Al- 
ready the ethical status of the question has 
been determined twice, but on entirely dif- 
ferent grounds. I cannot tell which can 
justly claim priority of determination. So 
far as I am informed, it would be difficult, if 
not impossible, for either to prove such 
claim. Two types of people have settled it; 
the just and the unjust. 

From an old volume given me many years 
ago by the widow of Rev. John N. Spoor, 
I take the following, which is very sugges- 
tive: 

Usury is a certain gain or profit which a 
person makes of his money or goods by 


development. 


is a failure. 


Society does it. 
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lending the same. This is, if but a common 
profit, lawful; but it is generally taken in 
an evil sense, viz.: for an unlawful profit 
which a person makes of his money or goods. 
The Hebrew word for usury signifies biting. 
All usury among the Israelites was forbid- 
den; but toa stranger they might lend upon 
usury (Deut. 23:20). This law of not tak- 
ing appears to be peculiar to the Jewish 
state, for to us it seems as equitable to 
make profit of our money as of our lands: 


The Standard Dictionary gives this defini- 
tion: 


Usury, 1. Originally the act or practice 
of loaning money at interest, or of taking 
interest for money so loaned: now archaic 
except in the sense of exorbitant or extor- 
tionate interest; specifically (Law) the de- 
manding and taking, or contracting to re- 


ceive, for the use of money as a loan, a rate - 


of interest beyond what is allowed by law. 
2. A premium paid, or stipulated to be 
paid, for the use of money loaned or return- 
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SENDING TOBACCO TO SOLDIERS 


For twenty years we have been having our 
schools teach our young people that narcotics are 
destructive to manhood. We have published 
books and hired teachers to tell the boys that 
cigarettes are dangerous to health and manly 
Our railways, banks, and business 
institutions recognize that a tobacco-steeped boy 
Our mothers have pleaded and our 
fathers have bought the boys off from the use 
of the filthy weed. But now we see Red Cross 
workers asking us to send cigarettes and tobacco 
to the soldiers... The devil smiles as the nice girl 
asks you to contribute, so they can send “coffin 
nails” to the boys in France. You can call it 
patriotism to make the use of tobacco universal 
among the youth of America, but I call it hell- 
ish infidelity to manhood, whether the Red Cross, 
Y. M. C. A., or the Ladies’ Aid, or Missionary 
ROBINSON ASHBY. 


ed, beyond the rate of interest established 
by law. 


8. Figuratively, large increase added to 
anything returned. 

In Exodus 22: 25, we read: “If thou lend 
money to any of my people with thee that 
is poor, thou shalt not be to him as a cred- 
itor; neither shall ye lay upon him interest.” 
In Lev. 25: 35, 36, we read: “And if thy 
brother be waxed poor, and his hand fail 
with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: a 
stranger and a sojourner shall he live with 
thee. Take thou no interest of him or in- 
crease, but fear God; that thy brother may 
live with thee.” Deut. 23:19, 20: “Thou 
shalt not lend upon interest to thy brother; 
interest of money, interest of victuals, in- 
terest of anything that is lent upon interest. 
Unto a foreigner thou mayest lend upon 
interest, that Jehovah thy God may bless 
thee in all that thou puttest thy hand unto, 
in the land whither thou goest in to possess 
it.” Neh. 5. I refrain from quoting, be- 
cause of the length of the quotation, for 
the entire chapter should be read to get its 
significance. Ps. 15:15: “He that putteth 
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not out his money to interest, nor taketh 
reward against the innocent. He that doeth 
these things shall never be moved.” Isa. 
24:2: “And it shall be, as with the people, 
so with the priest; as with the servant, so 
with his master; as with the buyer, so with 
the seller; as with the creditor, so with the 
debtor; as with the taker of interest, so with 
the giver of interest to him.” Jeremiah 
15:10: “I have neither lent on interest, 
nor have men lent to me on interest; yet 
every one of them doth curse me.” Ezek. 
18: 5-9: “But if a man be just, and do 
that which is lawful and right......and 
hath not given forth upon interest, neither 
hath taken any increase, that hath with- 
drawn his hand from iniquity, hath execut- 
ed true justice between man and man, hath 
walked in my statutes, and hath kept mine 
ordinances, he shall surely live, saith the 
Lord Jehovah.” 

Going back now to the quotation above, 
from the old volume referred to, the 
strength of the quotation may be found in 
one little word as. “For to us it 
seems as equitable to make profit 
of our money as of our lands.” 
While it is true that the author of 
these words. fails to specify just 
what he means by profit of lands, 
the most natural inference to be 
drawn from the idea of attempting 
to parallel this with interest is, 
that he had in mind a rental for 
the use of land. 

Can any one question the tend- 
ency to beget idleness, which re- 
ceiving pay for the use of that 
which we ourselves find we either 
cannot or will not use must bring 
about? Rent, interest, and profit 
form a triumvirate, the deadly, de- 
vitalizing character of whose pow- 
er has done more to add to the 
world’s suffering than any other 
three forms of sin known to hu- 
manity. Need I say that what I 
refer to here is not rent as it may 
be, and ought to be, but rent 
as it is? It is of course 
conceivable that a Christian whose 
duty and privilege it is to carry out 
the spirit of the apostle’s injunction, “Ye 
which are strong ought to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, and not to please 
yourselves,” may do so by using his excess 
strength to provide a home for a weaker 
brother without charging anything against 
the unfortunate. But, in the case of those 
whose strength and acquisitive opportu- 
nities are equal, or approximately so, a 
house built originally for instance, for the 
owner, and by him, may be equitably let to a 
neighbor—though he come from the antipo- 
des—for a consideration equal to taxes, re- 
pairs, depreciation, water rent, and insur- 
ance. Whenever the owner exacts more 
than these, he is laying tribute upon his 
neighbor’s misfortune. 


Of course I am perfectly familiar with 
the iniquitious doctrine that such a course 
tends to discourage thrift. To this I an- 
swer, that any spirit of thrift which depends 
on the antagonistic spirit of hell for its en- 
couragement, should have no place in a 
Christian’s program of service. No higher 
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or more efficient form of incentive is to be 
found anywhere than that which springs 
from a desire to advance the interests of 
one’s fellows, by seeking to follow out the 
will of God. The most prominent advo- 
cates of this doctrine of self-service being 
the only thing which can possibly furnish 
the needed incentive for the accomplish- 
ment of great tasks, are liars. They labor 
to show that they are themselves among the 
most patriotic citizens to be found in our 
nation, and deeply implore the fact that 
men of clear vision call their patriotism a 
patriotism for profit. Hudson Maxim, who, 
before America entered the war, became al- 
most hysterical over our deplorably unpre- 
pared situation, published a book entitled: 
Leading Opinions Both for and Against 
National Defense. So interested was he 
with a disinterested (?) interest, that, on 
the title page he has this to say: “A hand- 
book and guide for debaters and public 
speakers presenting both sides of the ques- 
tion with absolute impartiality.” As a 
further proof of his disinterested (?) inter- 
est, he distributed these gratuitously. 
Slightly more than one-third of the book 
is taken up with an “impartial” presenta- 
tion of letters from both sides, and without 
comment. Sixty martialists are heard from, 
to five pacifists. Perhaps Mr. Maxim’s rea- 
son for calling twelve martialist witnesses 
to one pacifist witness, was to show how 
perfectly willing he is to let the impression 
obtain that one pacifist testimony is strong- 
er than twelve martialist testimonies. But I 
am drifting from my subject. I started out 
with the intention of quoting from Mr. 
Maxim’s Defenseless America. Failing to 
lay my hand on it at once, I thought to find 
substantially the same thing in the later 
book from which I have just been quoting. 
In this, however, he fails to make his con- 
tradiction quite so striking. Having loaned, 
Defenseless America, and desiring to finish 
this article before I can hope to have it re- 
turned, I shall attempt to give the substance 
of what Mr. Maxim there says, to illustrate 
my thought of the lying tactics employed 
by profiteers generally. Before giving the 
substance of the author’s contradiction, al- 
low me to qualify my statement as to lying 
methods employed to secure success: The 
lying tactics employed are probably uncon- 
sciously adopted many times. The fact of 
their being unconsciously employed, how- 
ever, does not detract from their deceptive 
character. 


Mr. Maxim declares in the earlier chap- 
ters of his Defenseless America, that, taken 
as a class, the munition manufacturers and 
others who are likely to profit from war, 
are high-minded men, of unusual probity, 
and that the aspersions cast upon their char- 
acter by pacifists should only be looked upon 
as a gross injustice. Farther on in his 
book, he attempts to defend the profiteer 
against the possible threat of government 
ownership and operation by declaring that 
a very inferior product may be expected 
from government ownership and operation, 
because the men who are now engaged in 
the patriotic work of supplying the govern- 
ment with munitions, etc., cannot be expect- 
ed to do their best without the necessary 
stimulus of profit. In this particular in- 
stance there is every reason to believe that 
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the person who lies with such ease and 
facility was unaware of the fact that he had 
lied. It seems inconceivable that a man of 
Mr. Maxim’s intelligence could have made 
such an egregious blunder as to reveal such 
glaring inconsistency for any other reason 
than that, having been trained in the busi- 
ness world where that sort of thing is gen- 
erally regarded as perfectly legitimate, and 
where an unsuspecting public has continued 
for generations to allow itself to be gulled 
times without number. 

If you, gentle reader, will have patience 
with me, I will cite one other instance where 
this same thing is being done by men who 
are presumably among the most intelligent 
in this great country of ours. Within a day 
or two coal prices have been advanced again 
by authority of the United States Govern- 
ment. The argument is, that unless prices 
are advanced a little, our patriotic coal pro- 
ducers and distributors cannot be expected 
to do their best. We are not simply left 
to infer, but are told outright, that there is 
a likelihood of inactivity on the part of these 
gentlemen while their eyes are focused on 
the appalling and unprecedented suffering 
as a result of a fuel famine from which 
hundreds of thousands of American families 
are suffering in one form another. The same 
government officials are insisting that to 
supply our own people and the peoples with 
whom we are associated in the war with 
commodities is as much a patriotic duty as 
to embark for service in the trenches. A 
protest against service in the trenches calls 
forth the charge of “slacker” against the 
young man who is asked to risk not only his 
life, but to stultify his conscience and make 
possible a long life of horror in the thought 
of having taken the life of another. 

Suppose a young man on the firing line 
deserts, what will be his portion? Assum- 
ing, as our officials assume, that production 
and distribution of commodities are just as 
essential to true patriotism, why reward 
with a bonus the “slacker” on the coal-firing 
line? No, in this case he is more than a 
“slacker”—he is a deserter. He deserts his 
post moreover, when his services are most 
needed. 

In my quotation from the “old Volume,” 
you will notice that the Hebrew word for 
interest is synonymous with biting. Remem- 
bering that Paul was a Hebrew, and well 
versed in the law, and bearing in mind the 
fact that in his letter to the Galatians 
(5: 14, 15) he refers to the law, let us read 
what he has to say: “For the whole law 
is fulfilled in one word, even in this: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. But if 
ye bite and devour one another, take heed 
that ye be not consumed one of another.” 

While it is true, Jesus nowhere, in His 
recorded sayings, mentions interest, by way 
of pronouncing upon its merits, he does 
make very clear the position which he oc- 
cupies with reference to the spirit of inter- 
est-taking. “Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat; nor yet for your body 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body more than rai- 
ment?” Can you imagine an advocate of 
interest-taking giving such advice as that? 
You will of course recognize the italics as 
mine. Jesus is very specific in pointing out 
to His disciples that the course to which 
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they are showing a tendency to yield, is the 
way in which those who are aliens frem 
the Commonwealth of Israel are accustomed 
to walk. After enumerating the objects of 
self-service, sought after by the Gentiles, 
He says: “After all these things do the 
Gentiles seek.” He then adds: “Your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things,” as though conformity 
to the Father’s will may be confidently look- 
ed to, to assure one of the Father’s care. 
But our skepticism which insists on posing 
as faith is not content to conform to the 
Father’s will, but contends that common 
sense would suggest conformity rather to 
the way of the aliens. 


The frequent references cited above as 
contained in the Old Testament Scriptures 
suggest, almost without exception, restraint 
from charging interest to an Israelite. Per- 
mission is given to take it from the stranger, 
but we know, if we inquire to know, why 
this was so—the exception in case of the 
stranger. Moses permitted some things be- 
cause he had a people to deal with whose 
hearts were not sufficiently prepared for 
the reception of the higher and better 
things. Read Matt. 19: 7-9. Here Jesus 
specifically shows that Moses permitted 
some things which .His—Jesus’—higher eth- 
ical standards could ‘not sanction for a mo- 
ment. We should ‘bear in mind that Jesus 
recognizes two aspects of sin—one unrecog- 
nized, and the other clearly revealed. “If I 
had not come and spoken unto them,” said 
Jesus, “they had not had sin: but now they 
have no excuse for their sin.” To put my 
thought a little differently, there are acts 
which one may ‘commit, whose general ef- 
fect is the same, whether one recognizes 
the effect to be subversive of the general 
interest or fails to so recognize them. One 


‘whose chief desire is to live above the world 


therefore must study to know what acts 
are capable of being thus revealed, that he 
may avoid their repetition. His heart is so 
vitally and consciously related to every oth- 
er human heart, that his daily inquiry must 
be, Lord, is there aught in my life which 
fails in any degree to serve to the full meas- 
ure of my opportunity my fellows? 

If it can be shown that interest-taking 
is in harmony with the spirit of Jesus, I 
shall be glad to join the ranks where I shall 
no longer be looked upon as one who, for 
sheer perversity, wishes to differ with his 
fellows. 

May I suggest, however, that no attempt 
be made to prove my position wrong on the 
ground of the suffering which would likely 
follow for thousands of widows and orphans 
in the event of interest-taking being abolish- 
ed. Not that I wish to deny that such suf- 
fering would likely-follow; far from it. It 
appears to me as almost, if not entirely, in- 
evitable. It is a part of the price which is 
always exacted in an attempt to right a 
wrong. But if our sympathies are to be 
appealed to in order that we may reach a 
righteous decision in this matter, then I ask 
you to pause long enough to get a vision of 
the countless widows and orphans who have 
been dispossessed of their little homes be- 
cause they were not able to keep up the in- 
terest charges against them. How many 
thousand women left suddenly with inade- 
quate means of support ready made, for her- 
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self and children, have turned in their per- 
plexity to keeping a little store? One or 
two thousand dollars perhaps would be suf- 
ficient to give the needed start, but that 
raeans an additional five or ten dollars a 


month to be realized from the saies of the 
poor widow. But this is not the only point 
at which the interest charge robs her of 
her opportunity to secure food, clothing, and 
shelter for herself and the childyen: she 
must pay interest in the form of rent for 
the place where she lives, as well as the 
place where she does business. Her neces- 
sity now compels her to charge for her goods 
more than the percentage of advance over 
cost to pay for her labor; she muss add in- 
terest and rent charges if she is to continue. 
This involves a conviction on her part that 
the profit system is perfectly legitimate and 
right, as without a profit, which must come 
to mean more to her than mere pay for 
labor, she must cease to do business. If 
this were all, it would prevent the iniquitous 
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system from reaching a place of such almost 
impregnable entrenchment; but it is not 
all: this poor woman, of whom there are 
many thousands, is held up to the public 
gaze as an example of the need for con- 
tinuing the profit system. Men, and cor- 
porations of men, who own their own homes, 
and the places where they do business, and 
hence have no interest to pay, keep their 
books as though they were subject to the 
same handicap as that suffered by the poor 
widow. There is—speaking broadly—ab- 
solutely no effort made to figure the amount 
of service actually rendered the public. The 
only question which is considered worth 
while in the business world is, How much 
can I get out of this thing without alarm- 
ing the public to the fact that I am getting 
something for which I give no equivalent? 

But the worst feature of the whole situa- 
tion is this: Men who thus rob their fel- 
lows—never even pausing at poverty’s door, 
but going in—make a pretense of partner- 
ship with God, in their inquity. 





TO SOME ONE IN AMERICA 


By Rev. Oliver W. Powers, D. D., Dayton, Ohio 


“Jedekiah” is very well informed, but it 
is just possible that he never knew your 
preacher. Nevertheless, the preacher lived, 
and reverently led his congregation in wor- 
ship. They sang the great hymns of the 
church, being trained therein by the choris- 
ter, who was also the neighborhood singing- 
master. The minister said nothing about 
“efficiency,” but he was efficient. He did not 
speak of the “Problem of the country 
church,” for there were no problems. Life 
was simple, good neighborhood prevailed, 


preacher and people belonged to the same’ 


class. He did not speak of “Making the 
church the social center of the community,” 
for it was already such. It had no rival. 
He said nothing concerning the pastor’s sal- 
ary, for his broad acres, which he dug out 
of their wilderness condition as his neigh- 
bors did, helped to supply his needs; or fail- 
ing these, he would even go without the ne- 
cessities of life, bravely concealing his lack, 
lest he should be thought to be “preaching 
for money.” He told the “Old, old story,” 
but what was more to the purpose, he lived 
it, in simple, loving, helpful service. AY- 
though of strong intellect and sturdy com- 
mon sense, it was his great heart of love 
that caused his message, steeped in prayer, 
to reach the hearts of his people. 

But that preacher is dead. 

When his successor came, conditions were 
changing. The young folks had gone to 
college. The old folks were moving to town. 
The community began to fill up with renters, 
or strangers bought the old farms. Social 
classes developed. There began to be “prob- 
lems.” 

The schools were consolidated, and some 
of the young folks came back as teachers. 
They had learned “efficiency” at college. 
The farmer’s institutes brought modern 
methods to the front. The grange took up 
the work of trying to renew the social life 
of the community. The church lost out. 


The old preacher’s successor felt that 
something was wrong, but he did not know 
where to look for the remedy. The old 
preacher thundered at sin, but with a great 
love for the sinner. The new man remem- 
bered the thundering, but forgot the love. 
The old preacher entered into life’s experi- 
ences with his people; the new one lived 
apart, or only mingled with the well-to-do 
families enough to enjoy big Sunday din- 
ners. The singing school and the choir with 
the old “Hymn and Tune Book” were gone. 
He tried to make up for them with “rag 
time” gospel (?) songs. He remembered 
that in the old time men prayed loudly and 
earnestly, being deeply moved. He tried to 
move men by preaching and praying loudly 
and earnestly. 

Some of the old families stayed by the 
church, being old-fashioned, and remember- 
ing the time when the old fashions were 
new, and had life in them. But they mourn- 
ed the glory of the former days. And the 
successor of the old preacher wearied of his 
task, somewhat broken-hearted, it may be, 
for he was sincere and earnest, and moved 
on to pastures new, but still barren. 

There came one day to the old church a 
young man, fresh from college. He brought 
more than his college learning, for he had 
been trained in the Bible Study classes, and 
the “Personal Work” classes, and had some- 
times gone out with the Secretary of County 
Work to the rural neighborhoods. He made 
the acquaintance of the young people of all 
classes—not simply of the church families, 
and invited them to come in for a week- 
night singing class. He went to the farm- 
er’s institute, and won the approval of some 
of the progressive farmers by showing an 
intelligent appreciation of their work. He 
made a “Survey” of the community, going 
to every house, gathering his information in 
an unobtrusive and friendly way. He vis- 
ited the school, and manifested his interest 
in its exercises, not omitting the athletics, 
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delighting the boys by his knowledge of their 
sports. But back of it all was love, love, 
love. He was not content with becoming a 
part of their life—he had a great passion 
for making their life a part of the Christ 
life. He did not talk about this much, and 
some of the deacons feared that he was not 
spiritual; but he lived it, and his life began 
to take hold. He did not talk of “efficiency” 
either, except in the company of experts; 
but he was efficient. He did not exhibit 
problems—he solved them. He has not wor- 
ried about his salary, for the community is 
learning to know his worth. The old church 
house has given way to a modern building, 
ir keeping with the modern homes around it. 
There is a new spirit, a new neighborliness, 
a new kindliness in the community. He is 
still at his task, with patience and faith. 
The pity of it is that there are so few of 
him. 


HOLD ON TO JESUS 


BY R. H. MCDANIEL 
Copyright Reserved 


Hold on to Jesus, never, never from Him 


stray, 

Follow alee He leadeth—in the strait and 
narrow way, 

There for _ God’s promises with heaven- 
ly glory shine, 

And life’s troubles all are sweetened by His 
wondrous love divine. 


Chorus: 

Hold on to Jesus, you will need Him all 
the way, 

Hold on to Jesus closer, closer every day, 

Hold on to Jesus till your work on earth 
is done, 

Until every foe is vanquished and the 
crown of life is won. 


Hold on to Jesus, do not yield to doubt and 


fear, 

While the conflict rages, take it all to Him 
in prayer; 

He is watching o’er you and will hear your 
earnest plea, 

By His hand of grace He’ll lead you to a 
glorious victory. 


Hold on to Jesus, let not unbelief prevail, 

Fully trust the Bible though the world your 
faith assail; 

Oh, yes! trust the Bible, it has stood the 
test of years, 

’Tis a sure defense and refuge when the 
enemy appears. 


Hold on to Jesus, He’s your loving, faithful 
Friend, 

He will never leave you—on His help you 
can depend; 

He will safely lead you by His tender hand 


of love 
Through your troubles, toils, and sorrows, 
till you reach the home above. 


512 N. Williams St., Dayton, O., 
Jan, 29, 1918. 


HOW THE SNAKE IS BUILT 


A snake has wonderful swallowing pow- 
ers, due to the different parts of the mouth 
being separable. The bones are often sep- 
arted some distance, as in the case of swal- 
lowing frogs. 

There are many interesting points to note 
about serpents. The way in which they can 
twist and twine is marvelous, but it is 
easier to understand after looking at the 
ball-and-socket arrangement of their ribs 
and backbone. Imagine having three hun- 
dred pairs of ribs!—Seélected. 
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World Renowned Edifice Changes Ownership 


The historic home of the Moody church, 
Chicago, formerly known as the Chicago 
Avenue church, has been sold to The Moody 
Bible Institute, together with the adjoining 
Young People’s building, and the ground on 
which the two structures stand. 


There has seldom been a more important 
transaction of the sort, viewed as to its 
significance for the proclamation of the gos- 
pel. The Moody church, always aggressive- 
ly evangelistic, was compelled to seek larger 
quarters over two years ago, and erected a 
tabernacle of 5,000 seating capacity a mile 
north of its old location. On the other hand, 
The Moody Bible Institute has long been 
urgently in need of increased class room 
facilities, and especially a large auditorium 
for public conferences. Hence this famous 
church structure, the scene of unceasing re- 
vival, will witness hereafter the training 
of thousands of young men 
and women for Christian 
service in all lands, while 
continuing as a rallying 
point for Christian leaders 
the world over. Of a truth, 
Dwight L. Moody’s works do 
follow him. 

Contrary to the general 
impression, these two Chi- 
cago organizations, founded 
by the great evangelist, are 
separate, independent, insti- 
tutions. The prevalent belief 
that they are two branches 
of a. single organization has 
worked inconvenience in 
many instances to both, as 
well as to the Christian pub- 
lic. Hence the need for em- 
phasizing the fact that 
the Moody church, pursu- 
ing its. God-given ministry 
as a congregation of believ- 
ers, has no organic connection whatever 
with The Moody Bible Institute, raised up 
of God to send forth trained gospel workers 
into all the world.. The methods of the two 
are different, the control is different, the ap- 
peal is different. The church is undenomi- 
national, but the Institute is strongly inter- 
denominational, as represented in its trus- 
tees, its faculty, its student body, the char- 
acter of its curriculum, and its basis of 
financial support. All the churches and all 
the mission boards appeal to-it for helpers, 
and it is glad to be able to respond to all. 


The host of friends and former coworkers 
of D. L. Moody around the world will re- 
joice to learn that the purchase of this 
sanctuary of sacred memory signalizes, in 
many important respects, a new stage in the 
growth and development of The Moody Bible 
Institute. 


This great institution is the largest of its 
kind in the world, with property assets now 
exceeding $1,500,000. 

Its total enrolment in all departments has 
passed 25,000. 

There are at present over 1,100 students 
in attendance at the day and evening classes, 
and.more than 8,500 scattered throughout 
the world are taking its correspondence 
courses. r 


It maintains an Extension Department 
with a staff of Bible teachers, preachers, 
and evangelists, constantly at work in vari- 
ous parts of the country. 


Its. Music Department has recently been 
enlarged and the music faculty strength- 
ened, providing for instruction in more ad- 
vanced work than hitherto, so as to raise 
the quality of gospel hymn music both in 
composition and in rendition in the evangel- 
istic field;) and a summer music school has 
been instituted, teaching gospel playing and 
singing for the sake of those who cannot 
attend at any other time. 

Under the pressure of current conditions 
in the world, The Moody Bible Institute has 
made plans for four additional buildings be- 
sides the church—a men’s dormitory, a 
women’s dormitory, a dormitory for married 
students, and an administration building. 





THE Moopy CHURCH—THE Hour OF WORSHIP 


It has also enlarged its provision for mis- 
sionary preparation by the addition of spe- 
cial missionary courses, and now has in oper- 
ation a literal “training camp” for volun- 
teers for home and foreign missions, on a 
scale perhaps not fully duplicated in any 
other school in the world. 
JOSEPH B. BOWLES. 


PROPHECY 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


In these days when we have much reason 
to believe that. prophecy may soon receive 
some striking illustrations, Christian people 
should find the subject of more than ordi- 
nary interest. Yet the vast majority of be- 
lievers in the Bible have very little knowl- 
edge of the many predictions scattered 
through the Scriptures, although in them 
we have one of the strongest of all argu- 
ments for the truth of Christianity. A 
familiarity with the subject would enable 
the Christian to give to every one that ask- 
eth a reason of the hope that is in him that 
might be effective in convincing skeptics of 
the folly of unbelief. 

A writer, T. Wilson, says: “Christians 
know that the Bible is the Word of God, but 
when some Tom, Dick, or Harry comes along 
preaching or teaching that the Bible is just 


(13) 138 
the words of men like other books, their ig- 
norance of the fulfilment ‘of prophecy is a 
source of weakness, for when referred to 
they are unable to present the necessary evi- 
dence to prove to the inquirer that they are 
right in their belief that the Bible is the 
Word of God; but if Christians are igno- 
rant, what shall be said of skeptics? About 
twenty years ago the writer, in speaking to 
one who was an unbeliever (an intelligent 
man, one who had read a great deal, and 
who had then reached his sixtieth year), re- 
ferred him to the fulfilment of the proph- 
ecies as proof that the Bible was the Word 
of God; he replied, “That counts nothing 
with me, any one can foretell the rise or 
fall of a nation,” etc. When he was asked 
about the prophecies concerning Egypt, he 
could not tell one thing the Bible had said 
would happen to Egypt, and when he was 
asked what was the condition of Egypt to- 
day in relation to the prophecies, he was 
honest enough to confess he did not know. 
He is just a sample of them 
—they are ignorant; in forty 
years’ experience in dealing 
with them, the writer has not 
found one single exception. 

The prophecies relate his- 
tory ages in advanc@fand in 
many instances a number of 
details are given. 

Just as an example of how 
striking this subject is, take 
the prediction that Egypt 
“shall be the basest of king- 
doms,” and then consider 
that, as Alexander Keith 
says, “in 1250 the Manelukes 
deposed their rulers and 
usurped the command of 
Egypt. A mode of govern- 
ment the most singular and 
surprising that ever existed 
on earth was established and 
maintained. Each successive 
ruler was raised to supreme 
onieaties from being a stranger and a slave. 
No son of the former ruler, no native of 
Egypt succeeded to the sovereignty; but a 
chief was chosen from among a new race 
of imported slaves.” 


Bishop Newton said some prophecies are 
more complete in their descriptions of events 
than any single written history, that “no 
one historian hath related so many circum- 
stances and in such exact order of time, as 
the prophet hath foretold them.” We must 
read several histories to obtain as complete 
a narrative as prophecy affords. 

The Christian who has never made a 
study of prophecy should begin to do so. He 
would soon find the subject of wonderful 
interest. The skeptics would find in an ex- 
amination of the predictions of the Bible an 
antidote for his doubt. Many who have 
come into the Christian fold from the ranks 
of infidelity have done so after giving the 
subject of prophecy a careful investigation. 
To them it was found a satisfactory argu- 
ment for the divine origin of Scripture. — 





“Since 1913. the value of the aeroplane in 
this country has increased from $3,227 to 
$7,439. During 1915 the United States ex- 
ported three hundred and sinaty-ntght-« of 
these machines.” ey 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——It has been officially announced that 
a second attack by air raiders was delivered 
on London recently. The communication 
says that hostile airplanes crossed the Kent 
and Essex coasts and proceeded toward 
London. Some of the machines penetrated 
to the capital where bombs were dropped. 
The latest reports show that one enemy ma- 
chine was brought down by airmen in Essex. 


——tThe Royal Serbian Mission was wel- 
comed to New York recently with practical- 
ly as much ceremony as attended the visit 
some time ago of the British and French 
delegations. The visitors, headed by Dr. 
Milenko Vesnitch, perhaps the most dis- 
tinguished man in Balkan countries, were 
fittingly received on arrival and were escort- 
ed to the city hall, where they met Mayor 
Hylan and other city officials. 


——tThe House of Representatives of 
South Carolina, on January 23, ratified the 
national Prohibition amendment by a vote 
of 66 to 29. The Senate, several days be- 
fore, had ratified by a vote of 28 to 6. South 
Caroling is the fourth State to put its ap- 
proval upon the amendment. Two days 
later, January 25, North Dakota ratified, 
and thereby has the distinction of being the 
first northern State to take this action. 


——Miss Jeannette Rankin, Represent- 
ative from Montana, and the only woman 
member of the House of Representatives, 
was presented with the American flag which 
flew from the House flagstaff during the 
consideration and passing of the Susan B. 
Anthony Suffrage Amendment. The pre- 
sentation was made by J. J. Sinnott, door- 
keeper of the House, and Representative 
Carter, of Massachusetts, who cast the de- 
ciding vote for the amendment. 


——tThe birth of former President Wil- 
liam McKinley, seventy-five years ago, was 
honored January 29 in varied ways. A 
larger wreath of carnations, magnolia 
leaves, and red, white, and blue ribbons, 
bearing the name of George B. Cortelyou, 
rested on the tomb of the martyred Presi- 
dent at Westlawn. Cortelyou was private 
secretary to McKinley. Many people wore 
a small American flag instead of the usual 
carnation in honor of the martyred Presi- 
dent. 


——The United States is willing to send 
everything she and her allies can spare to 
the northern neutrals. But these supplies 
must not be reexported to Germany. Furth- 
ermore, the United States will send nothing 
to the northern neutrals, which, upon re- 
export to Germany, might be used to make 
munitions of war. This attitude of the war 
trade beard was set forth in detail for the 
first time recently, when the board made 
public the offer it has made for a settlement 
of the embargo difficulties with Norway. 


——Francisco Villa is declared to have 
led an attack on a work train twenty-five 
miles south of Santa Rosalia recently, in 
which more than 110 soldiers and passen- 
gers were killed. After killing the work- 
men and fedéral guards abdard the train, 


it is reported the Villa forces proceeded to 
Santa Rosalia, where they attacked the 
small federal garrison, killed many, and 
looted the town. Troops were sent in pur- 
suit, but the Villistas fled into the moun- 
tains. 


——Eighteen of the largest ships sailing 
the seas have recently landed at a French 
port, carrying thousands of American 
soldiers and thousands of tons of supplies 
for the armies now in the field. Sixteen 
of the fleet were former German merchant- 
men and two were former Austrian crafts, 
all taken over by the United States upon 
the declaration of war. Of these the most 
important is the Leviathan, formerly the 
Vaterland, the biggest ship in the world. It 
was formerly one of the Hamburg-American 
liners. 


——aActing upon orders of Lord Rhonda, 
the British food controller, the food authori- 
ties of London have been seizing hoarded 
foodstuffs to insure further distribution. 
The food situation in England is very seri- 
ous and London and other big cities will 
soon be placed on rations. The biggest 
shortage seems to be in butter and marga- 
rine, which are almost impossible to get. 
Lines form in front of shops and stand for 
hours in the hope of getting a half-pound 
package, which is all that will be sold to 
one purchaser. 


——A preliminary agreement has been 
reached between the United States and 
Sweden, according to official dispatches 
from London recently, providing for the 
charter of Swedish ships to the United 
States to be used principally in the South 
American trade. Some of the ships of the 
Swedish fleet now in American waters will 
be allowed to sail with their cargoes, while 
others, it is understood, will be unloaded 
and put in the service of the United States. 
Negotiations are proceeding in a satisfac- 
tory manner and a final agreement is looked 
for shortly. 


‘ Admiral Pedro Pronti has been ap- 
pointed the commander of the Brazilian 
fleet, which will cooperate with the allies 
in European waters. For a long time it 
had been known that the Brazilian fleet 
would assume the responsibility of patrol- 
ling the entire coast line from the Guiana 
border to the southern boundary of Brazil, 
but this is the first indication that the 
Brazilian fleet would cooperate in European 
waters with the warships of the allies. Bra- 
zil in her navy has been considered equal in 
her strength to the combined power of Chile 
and Argentine. 





——Major-General Leonard Wood, in 
France on an observation tour, was slight- 
ly wounded recently by an accidental ex- 
plosion, which killed five French soldiers 
and hurt two other American officers. The 
message from General Pershing was brief 
and gave no further details. General 
Wood’s tour would carry him both to the 
front and to the American training camps 
behind the lines, but there is no indication 
as to where the accident occurred: All of 


the divisional commanders have been or will 
be sent to Europe for brief periods. Gen- 
eral Wood, commanding Camp Funston, 
Kansas, went over several weeks ago. 


Circumstantial stories were current 
in Paris that the latest French liner to 
arrive in a home port had an encounter with 
a submarine the fourth day out from New 
York. Passengers reaching Paris, however, 
said that the delayed arrival of the steamer 
was not due to submarines, but to a break in 
her machinery, which required twelve hours 
to repair. When the liner was able to pro- 
ceed, heavy seas further delayed her. The 
voyage through the submarine zone, ac- 
cording to the passengers, was uneventful. 


The Cunard line steamer Andania 
was torpedoed, but not sunk, off the Ulster 
coast recently. It is believed that no deaths 
resulted from the explosion. The Andania 
was outward bound. She had on board 
about forty passengers and more than two 
hundred men in the crew. The first torpedo 
missed the steamer, but the second found 
its mark amidships. The captain ordered 
the ship abandoned and passengers and 
crew embarked in the ship’s boats. After 
rowing for an hour they were rescued by 
trawlers and patrol boats and landed at a 
north. Irish coast town. The Andania is 
vessel of 18,405 tons. She was built at 
Greenock, Scotland, in 1918, and since then 
has made many trips between British and 
American ports. 








——1In the twelve months of unrestricted 
warfare launched against allied shipping 
by Germany one year ago, there have been 
sunk by submarines, mines, and raiders, 69 
American vessels, totalling 171,061 gross 
tons, according to a careful compilation of 
records of sinkings which have been made 
public during that period. Offsetting this 
loss of American vessels, most of which 
were sailing ships, the United States, has 
added to her merchant marine by the seiz- 
ure of former German and Austrian-owned 
ships a total of 107 vessels, having a gross 
tonnage of 688,494, leaving on the credit 
side of the American ledger in the account 
with the central powers a net gain of 515,- 
433 gress tons. The loss of life caused by 
the sinking of the sixty-nine American ships 
was more than 300 persons, however. 


——tThe example of the United States in 
fixing a price of two dollars a bushel for 
wheat may be followed by Argentine. She 
expects to have 100,000,000 bushels for ex- 
port after filling home demands. Grain 
merchants advise that the government buy 
all the surplus and deal directly with the 
allies, thus stabilizing prices. The allies 
already have spoken for 62,500,000 bushels, 
while Holland and Spain want 20,000,000. 
One advantage of a fixed price is opportu- 
nity for immediate delivery without spoil- 
age, and without the uncertainty of gam- 
bling operations. This puts money into cir- 
culation at once—as well as wheat. The 
estimated shortage of the world crop of 
wheat is 275,000,000 bushels, although the 
heavy snow over the United States wheat 
belt promises to reduce that estimate by 
many millions of bushels. 





“EVERYBODY HOPEFUL 


And why not? Every day it becomes more apparent that real Christianity must be the decisive 
moral and spiritual power in the world. 

January 15 to 17, at Garden City, Long Island, administrators and representatives of the for- 
eign missionary agencies of North America were in annual session. They had before them world- 
conditions and the whole missionary task. One board is facing an increase of half a million 
dollars this year for its usual foreign work, just because of the fluctuation in the value of money. 


Other boards are similarly affected. 


However, not a despondent note was sounded during the whole session! All boards are full 


of courage and doing constructive work. 


LET US SHARE IN 


THE GREAT TASK 


Correspondence from our foreign fields is very encouraging. The missionaries are in good 
health, the work progresses, the native brethren are unusually active. We can make both missions 


more effective this year. 


MORE MONEY NEEDED? 

Yes, prices are soaring in Japan and Porto 
Rico. Read this from Dr. Woodworth: “We 
have never known things to be so high in Japan 
as they are now. We used to buy small boxes 
of oranges for twenty-five sen a box, but now 
they are six times as high. Charcoal used to 
be about thirty or forty sen a bag, but has 
jumped to yen fifty. Wood and coal are way 
up. When we came to Japan, the cost of a ton 
of coal was Y2.50. Now it is about Y30. Fortu- 
nately we bought our wood last winter before 
the prices took such a jump, so that as com- 
pared with some of our neighbors we are fairly 
well off. But we feel a deep sympathy for the 
poor of the Japanese who have no increase of 
salary to speak of, but are obliged to meet the 
situation the best they can.” 

And this from D. P. Barrett: “We have 
had some pretty hard knocks this year, and 
we have all felt them; but we will do the best 
we can, hoping that things will turn out for 
the better after all. The fact is that the war 
is affecting everything, and especially the finan- 
cial part. The native men, as well as the rest of 


- us, are up to the limit all the time. If you can 


get the monthly allowances to us by the last of 
the month, it will help out a little. We can all 
provide for our living expenses so much better 
paying as we buy. The question of retail buy- 


ing and on time is awful. That is about the 
only way to describe it.” 

Without doubt we must give the brethren 
some relief, and that will put extra strain on 
our treasury. 


WHAT WE HAVE TO DO THIS YEAR 

Our Japan budget is $10,700. 

Our Porto Rico budget is $4,650. We must 
pay at least half the price of the Ponce Mission 
Home, finish the Dogenzaka lot and building 
fund, provide part of the fund for the New 
Tokyo Mission Home, and make up any deficit 
in the foreign budgets on account of war con- 
ditions. This we can easily do: nothing less 
than this will maintain our present work or 
allow for any growth. 


THE WORK TO BE CARED FOR 

Outposts to be visited, 21. 

Organized churches, 19. 

Members, 1,462. 

Sunday-schools, 42. 

Enrollment, 3,428. 

Pastors and workers on salary, 22. 

Repairs and maintenance of all our prop- 
erty must be looked after promptly. All the 
church services, sessions of Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor, and other activities, de- 
pend on the general appropriations. 


FOREIGN MISSION DAY IS MARCH 10 


The American Christian Convention calls upon all churches and auxiliaries and upon all church 
members for a Liberal Foreign Mission Offering on Sunday, March 10, 1918, or the most convenient 


Sunday near that date. 


Make much of the day; focus it on foreign missions; give information and inspiration; hold 
up the day as one of glad opportunity. Our missions minister to thousands—help people to see 
that; but give them the broader vision and work also. 


AN ABUNDANCE OF FREE LITERATURE 
can be obtained by postal-card request. Send orders and correspondence to 


M. T. MORRILL, 


Foreign Mission Secretary, Dayton, Ohio. 


EVERYBODY HELPFUL 






































READ 


READ 









COUNT Count the spaces 


President 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D, D. 


Albany, New York 


READ, COUNT, ACT 


Read the following resolution. It 
was offered by W. A. Harper, of 
Elon College, and adopted by the 
Executive Board of The American 
Christian Convention. 

“I move that J. F. Burnett, Sec- 
retary of The American Christian 
Convention, raise $100.00 as our 
part of the deficit caused in the 
treasury of The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica by reason of its recent effort to 
have the number of chaplains in- 
creased.” 
in the above 


square. Count the number that 
are filled.. Each space represents 
one dollar. The first five were 


filled by W. A. Harper, and the 
second five by J. F. Burnett, and 
the next dollar by Rev. Pressley E. 
Zartmann. The next five may be 
filled by you, if you so desire. If 
you cannot fill five of them, fill any 
number you can. This is a gift of 
love. If you love your Lord and 
want the soldier boys to have the 
comfort and help of good ministers 
of the gospel, you will not hesitate 
to help in this matter. 

The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America has 
worked hard and long to secure the 
appointment of additional chap- 
lains. It was a difficult job and 


only by united -and intelligent ef- - 


fort could anything at all be done. 
No one church or denomination 
could have been heard, but when 
thirty of them spoke unitedly; even 
the United States Congress gave 
ear. It has cost thousands of dol- 
lars to carry this measure to the 
point where it now is, and though 
up to this day the measure has not 
actually been adopted, yet there is 
little reason to doubt its success. 
The act, when passed, will give the 


church one chaplain to each twelve . 


hundred men. Here the Church 
has a golden opportunity and it 


‘should ‘not ‘fail to ‘make good use - 





ACT 
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Union Forever Held Together by the 


Indissolvable Ties of Love and Loyalty 





Virgil Zartmann Dorfmeier 
American 


(At Camp Funston) 


of it. One hundred dollars is by 
no means our share of the expense, 
but it is all that Doctor Harper 
moves we should give, and it will 
be a lasting sorrow to us if there 


is even a little difficulty in securing. 


it. 

Haven’t you a class in your Sun- 
day-school that would be glad to 
raise*five dollars and fill five of the 
spaces? Of. course, you have, and 
all you would have to do would be 
to mention it next Sunday morning, 


-and it would be done. If *you act 





Rev. Alexander Chisholm 
Canadian 
(See Page 65) 


The above page is from the Honor Roll of Soldiers in “The Christian Annual” 
anne ne nner n nner SS) 


at all, you must act quickly, for 
evidently the hundred dollars will 
be forthcoming very promptly. 
Remit your offering to J. F. Bur- 
nett, Dayton, Ohio. 





CHAPLAINS FOR THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY AND NAVY 

Since the notice was given THE HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY that the Christian 
Church should furnish two more chaplains, 
the committee has word from Mr. Armitage 
that we should have four more, instead of 
two. y 
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The committee has also recommended for 
appointment Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, D. 
D., of Wolfeboro, N. H., and Rev. B. F. 
Black, of Holland, Virginia. 

The following letter and questionnaire 
are furnished by the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America: 


High Grade Ministers Demanded for 
Chaplains 


Some of the best men of the churches are 
volunteering for service as chaplains in the 
Army and Navy. The service requires that 
the candidates be American citizens and 
fully ordained ministers. It is usually 
necessary that a man be a graduate of a 
reputable college and theological school, and 
have two or more years of seasoning in 
practical pastoral experience after leaving 
the seminary. His chance of appointment 
is better if this pastoral work has been done 
where he has had opportunity to develop his 
organizing ability. Men without dependents 
will be preferred. 

Applicants are favored who are men of 
force, vigor, and tact. The work is difficult 
and at times extremely trying. It is neces- 
sary for a chaplain to meet the officers on 
a plane of equality, and at the same time 
to associate with the enlisted men in a way 
that will win their hearts. Ministers of 
athletic training are preferred, who can 
lead the men in their recreation. They can 
also use this qualification to advantage as 
a point of contact with the men. 

Breadth and tolerance are essential quali- 
fications, for every chaplain will need to 
deal with men of all faiths and men of no 
faith. Behind and beneath this breadth and 
tolerance must be a religious zeal and 
earnestness which alone can make a man 
successful in this important office. A chap- 
lain is above all things a minister of real 
religion. He must be God’s man and a 
man’s man. 

When a chaplain is approved as an ap- 
parently desirable man, he is given the care- 
ful physical examination that other officers 
must pass. For the naval or 
stance, he must declare under oath that he 
labors under no mental or constitutional dis- 
ease, weakness, imperfection, or disability 
which may interfere with the most efficient 
work in any climate. He must have a mini- 
mum weight of 132 pounds, height of 66 
inches, chest measure of 33% inches, and 
expansion of 2% inches, and vary less than 
15 pounds from the standard weight for his 
height. 


Educational examinations, which include 
arithmetic, geography, history, orthography, 
and grammar have usually followed the 
physical examination, but are now waived 
for college graduates. The chaplain is fre- 
quently assigned the duty of teaching these 
subjects to the men in service. It is essen- 
tial that he be capable of imparting instruc- 
tion to groups as well as of preaching ser- 
mons to audiences. Indeed, much of his 
work must be done in a personal way or 
among small groups. 


Candidates for the Army must be be- 
tween the ages of twenty-one and forty 
years. Those for the Navy must be between 
twenty-one and thirty-one and one-half 
years. The Secretary of the Navy does not 
desire to appoint a man who has passed 
that age. This will give him a large range 
of desirable men from whom as acting chap- 
lains to select those who will continue in 
the service. 

The standards are high because the work 
requires unusual ability and adaptability. 
In addition to preaching, conducting relig- 
ious education, visiting and spreading liter- 
ature, the chaplain is expected to oversee 
the men’s recreations, care for refugees, 
give to the wounded in battle both religious 
comfort and first aid, assist in the adminis- 
tration of justice, give academic instruc- 
tions to those whose education is short, and 
frequently conduct the st exchange. 
Where the usual methods of religious work 
are not impossible, they may be at any time 
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interrupted, and the chaplain must then 
wholly change his plans. Success will then 
depend upon his personality and his re- 
sourcefulness. His task is not perfunctory, 
nor the easy work of a job holder. 
Chaplains are no longer appointed in the 
Army to serve at an army post. Each chap- 
lain is attached to a regiment and, as in the 
Navy, must be prepared to go wherever the 
force is sent. This, in many cases, will 
cause long absences from family and home. 


DEAR SIR: 


As an applicant for any Army or Navy 
chaplaincy, will you please answer 
promptly the questions below? This data 
is sought for the Departments, and at 
the request of the Denominational Com- 
mittees on Chaplains. Applicants should 
promote their work as usual until the De- 
partment orders their examination. This 
will be done as soon as appointment is 
possible. Until then the likelihood of ap- 
pointment cannot be stated. 
CLYDE F.. ARMITAGE, Secy. 
PII cc ninnctgistganchns-thpimaaicises-Slanacectaalbapbeedldltadch madisiads 
I hia, oss bignen sie tnctmmaidgadbapediaana 
DERE, GE OT onesie sioner chaganes Permanent 
SOR WEED: OE TO WER: COG anna sence pecnqeeeesvoenneens 
SONOS | diit des ssingsn<aitniiesinetanienpseiatetaeaieiaan 
TO aie htpctisosih i ica aa ce la 


(Age for army, over 21 and under 40 years ; for 
navy, over 21 and under 314% years) 


WOR siden An American citizen 
(Candidates must be American born or fully 


by birth, naturalization, or naturalization 
turalized) 


na 
OE: Iii ois nsnccieicsecceens beer 
(State which) 
itl NO 2 sc siccicteeh tcctary ttc wmcccnectnt 
(City and State) 
sped ena cae bce iicauk a gpcansins Pe tcisccriiaeidtetines 


RN ssc rh oan cecrschceshnddanaeticgeaenensscacnes 
(Specify which branch of denominational family) 


reer rene 8 ok ede 
WE: (360 oot i Ee i csecenniblateadd 
Churches served (give year)................---.------+- 





Experience in institutional church work or 
in detached executive service.........................-.- 


I icin ih icc cn cenissiepri ondleccidalapinccadiian 
IN ea ek ee 
(If not a graduate, state number of years) 

College, year................ Degrees.............. 
Gre! 3.2.Secieccii hae 
(If not a graduate, state number of years) 

Seminary, year............ Degree..............-- 


"TeRGUAMGy.. CROTON OD «oi cnscicascncnccsesnnssencenicinnibes 


Married or single.......................... If children, 
I a ia eh ccna ade ender 
Are you satisfied that you meet the stand- 
SEINE Si ac ccpiscscsntdeg ce eshte cecgeinndaaies 
Service rendered in the Army, Navy, or 
TN Cecchetti 


Enclose five specific letters of endorsement 
(originals), and attach a handwritten 
sketch of your life. If you cannot call, 
send a photograph (we will return it on 
request). 
Address FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
1112 Woodward Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. 
isciieeienie eS watbbensiabecs 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elen College, N. C. 


Lesson for February 17, 1918 


JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— 
FOUR KINDS OF GROUND 
Mark 4:1-20 


Time—Autumn, A. D. 28. 

Place—Galilee, near Capernaum. 

Golden Text—Take heed therefore how ye 
hear. Luke 8: 18. 

Additional Material for Teachers—Matt. 
18: 1-30, 36-43. 7 

Memory Verses—Be ye doers of the Word. 

Primary Topic—Jesus telling a story 
about sowing seed.—James 1: 22. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, Feb. 11—Sowing and Reaping. 
Mark 4: 1-8, 14-20. 

Tuesday, Feb. 12—Walking in the Spirit. 
Gal. 5: 16-24. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18—Jesus Warns 
Against Drunkenness. Luke 21: 29-36. 

Thursday, Feb. 14—Guarding Against 
Evil. Eph. 5: 11-21. 

Friday, Feb. 15—The Woes of the Drunk- 
ard. Prov. 23: 29-35. 

Saturday, Feb. 16—Loyalty to Principle. 
Dan. 1: 8-16. 

Sunday, Feb. 17—Defile not God’s Temple. 
1 Cor. 6: 9-11, 19, 20. 


Comments 


Jesus taught by parable, because this 
method of teaching is superior to the abstract 
method. To express truth in the concrete 
experiences of the learner is to make it 
plain, because of the familiarity of the 
medium of expression; it is to make life 
vocal with truth, because the symbol used 
would constantly recur to the minds of the 
learners and it was illuminating and inter- 
esting because of the related meaning that 
reveals the wider relation of truth in nature 
and revelation. 

I. SOWING THE WorD. Vs. 1-3. 

Again he began to teach by the seaside— 
Jesus was more of a teacher than a preach- 
er, in the modern conception of preaching. 
In chapter 3, verse 7, we have an account of 
Jesus teaching, but now His popularity and 
fame as a teacher had grown so that multi- 
tudes came to sit at His feet, and that all 
might hear He entered a boat and pushed 
from the shore, where all might be seated 
and hear to better advantage. People from 
the surrounding cities, of every class and 
condition, were present to hear. Jesus used 
this opportunity to create a situation of 
thought and teaching that would change 
their thought and conduct. He taught them 
many things in parables—A parable is a 
figure of speech in which familiar facts 
or conceivable experiences are selected and 
organized for the purpose of teaching and 
illustrating religious truths. While the 
teachers of all ages have used this method 
of teaching, it remained for Jesus to bring 
the parable to its highest degree of de- 
velopment and most perfect beauty as a 
method of teaching divine truth. He took 
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familiar truths of nature and explained re- 
ligious truth to those who wished to learn. 
Hearken—This word is frequently used 
by Jesus to arouse the lagging attention of 
the hearer, and to quicken his interest. Be- 
hold—The scene of the sower was common 
in Palestine, and Jesus wished to reinstate 
their memory and imagination, that they 
might, from past experience, see the picture 
on the canvas of their consciousness. The 
successful teacher and preacher tells stories 
or paints pictures. The sower went forth 
to sow—This was so familiar that to men- 
tion it enabled them to see with a vivid 
imagination what was mentioned and to use 
it to understand the truth. We are all sow- 
ers as Christians, sowing by example and 
precept, perhaps more by example than by 
precept, as character is caught rather than 
taught. The results of our sowing will 
bring a rich harvest of spiritual things for 
the soul and for the Kingdom, if it is sown 
in the Spirit of Christ. As Jesus went 
forth to sow, so may every spiritual teacher 
that follows Him in method and spirit. 


II. Four KInps oF Sor. Vs. 4-8. 


Some seed fell by the wayside—The way- 
side represents the trodden soil, the soil 
used for other purposes than for produced 
spiritual seed. When our effections and emo- 
tions and interests are constantly taken up 
with other things than religion, the seed of 
divine truth falls upon hardened hearts and 
Satanic influences devour it. On rocky 
ground—That is, ground that has a stratum 
of rock near the surface with thin soil on 
top. It sprung up—Grain sown on such soil 
will soon spring up, because of the warmth 
of the soil due to its shallow depth and the 
heat of the underlying rock. It had no root 
—tThe plants could not grow deep roots, 
because of the rocks, and the lack of mois- 
ture caused them to wither and scorch be- 
cause of the heat of the sun. And other 
fell among thorns—Thorny bushes grew 
about the field and some seed fell among 
these and were choked out because of the 
growth and shade of the thorns. The cares 
of this world may choke out our concern for 
religious matters until they will have no 
chance to grow in our'lives. Others fell in- 
to the good ground—tThese yielded fruit, 
growing up, increasing. Thirtyfold—Thirty 
times as much as sown. The great truth 
about. Jesus teaching in this parable is that 
a. great deal depends on the nature of the 
soil in which the seed is sown. Spiritual 
seed may be ideal, but unless the attitude of 
the learner is right, the harvest will not be 
ideal. | 

Unto you is. given to know the mystery 
of the kingdom of God (Vs. 11)—The par- 
able was. used by Jesus to teach His dis- 
ciples certain truths about the Kingdom of 
God—thoughts and truths that were hidden 
from other people. That, seeing, they may 
see, and not perceive, and hearing, they may 
hear, and not understand—The people heard 
the parable and understood the words as 
applied to agriculture, but did not perceive 
their spiritual application that Jesus in- 
tended to convey to His disciples, and this 
is what Jesus intended should happen. The 
advantage the disciples had was their ex- 
perience and familiarity with the method 
of the Master Teacher. It was not yet time 
for the people generally to know what the 
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disciples, who should be leaders, should 
know. Lest haply they should turn again, 
and it should be forgiven them—Lest they 
should change their minds, accept the gospel 
message, and be forgiven. These seem 
strange words to us; but they mean that 
Jesus was not ready at this time that great 
numbers of those who were without should 
attach themselves to Him. He was busy 
training leaders for the Kingdom. It was 
entirely within His ability at this time to 
have made His message so clear, so attrac- 
tive, and so convincing that great multitudes 
would have been converted to His teaching 
and become His followers, but this was not 
His purpose or desire at this time. It is 
important that those who are converted 
should be prepared for the reception of 
truth, so that the seed may strike deep into 
good soil and bring forth an abundant 
harvest. It is better that smaller numbers 
should be won, and the Kingdom should be 
a gradual unfolding, growing stronger and 
stronger as it advances. Jesus had respect 
to the quality of the work done, as well as 
the quantity. The nature is worth more 
than the numbers in dealing with the King- 
dom. Yet, Jesus did not arbitrarily deny 
the truth to some and give it to others, but 
gave to each as they were prepared to re- 
ceive it. He chose the course that in the 
end would save the most. 

Verses 14-20 tell what each element in 
the parable represents, and all serve to em- 
phasize the truth that in the “Kingdom of 
God,” in the work of bringing men into the 
condition in which God desires them to be, 
the result of the preaching of the truth will 
not always be the same, but will vary ac- 
cording to the state of the heart of those 
who hear. The application of this truth 
is first of all to the disciples. The seed of 
the Kingdom of God is to be sown in hope; 
for it will fall into some good soil. Yet the 
disciples must be prepared for disappoint- 
ment also and seeming failure; for there 
are men whose hearts are not ready to re- 
ceive it.” Sometimes our teaching and 
preaching must be in preparation of the 
hearts of the hearer, that the heart may be 
prepared for some special evangelizing mes- 
sage. Jesus used this method of prepara- 
tion, and the progress of the Kingdom has 
been made through the centuries on this 
plan of Christian progress. 


CHRISTIAN. ENDEAVOR 





W. A. Harper, LL. D. ~ Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 
Topic for February 17, 1918 





WHAT MY CHURCH IS DOING 
1 Thessalonians 1: 2-8 





The Scripture :— 


We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers; remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father; knowing, brethren be- 
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The Leader :—Last week we had a splen- 
did meeting and considered the principles of 
our Church. Surely no church ever had 
such glorious principles as we have. We are 
entrusted with great, vital truths. But 
principles are harness, so to speak. They 
are worthless unless lived into action. So 
this time we consider that side of the ques- 
tion—What We Are Doing. I am no pessi- 
mist. We are doing things. We must now 
learn about them. 


Topics for Brief Talks and Addresses :— 
Our Japan Mission; Our Porto Rico Mis- 
sion; Our Colleges; Our Home Mission 
Work; The Special Mission Fund in the 
South; The McReynolds Memorial for De- 
fiance College; The Forward Movement; 
The Work of Our Various A. C. C. Boards; 
Our Own Local Church Program. 


Questions to Think About and Answer in 
Meeting :—What is the need of an inventory 
in a business house? Should the Church 
inventory its efforts? Why? Should I in- 
ventory myself? Is our Church doing her 
best? How do I know? What can I do to 
remedy matters? Will I do my part? 


The Pastor:—Let the pastor have the 
closing five minutes. Let him tell what he 
wants the Christian Endeavor members to 
do during the next year. Let his program 
be adopted by a vote. 





NOTES 

The Elon Society has organized a Chris- 
tian Endeavor Expert Class of thirty-nine 
members. Who will be next? 

These wintry evenings are a challenge to 
meditation. Why not plan your work and 
then work your plan, in these cold times? 

What of the Standardization Contest? 
Shall it boom or bust? Answer you must. 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas ~ - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 











“T have been wanting to commend your 
penny-a-day proposition, for it seems to me 
it hit the nail where it needs to be hit to 
drive it. There is hardly a member of the 
Christians anywhere who could not do that 
much. For the few who could not, the rest 
of us could make it up. For the most of 
us five cents a day would not entail a hard- 
ship. We are paying five cents a quart 
more for milk than we paid in Stratham, 
but the question of doing without milk has 
not been raised once in the family.” This 
quotation is taken from a letter from Bro. 
P. S. Sailer. Oh, how easy it would be if 
we would just all get at it! 


THE HUNGARIAN SCHOOL AT THE 
CHURCH OF THE EVANGEL 

On Sunday, January 20, after preaching 
in Brother Johnson’s pulpit in the Vander- 
veer Park church in the morning, we went 
for the afternoon service in the Hun- 
garian Sunday-school in the Church of the 
Evangel. 

We found there the pastor of the church 
and his good wife, Brother McCord, Brother 
Barnes, who is the Hungarian superintend- 
ent of the work, and his assistant and also 
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the teacher, Rev. Paul Azary, and with them 
were twenty-five very bright boys and girls 
from seven to twelve years old, all of them 
from Hungarian families. We asked Mr. 
Azary to go on with the class as though we 
were not present. 

About all of the work of the class was 
in their own language and consisted of sing- 
ing. They have not been able to get many 
Hungarian books on account of the war, so 
they have been taught the hymns and before 
each verse some child was permitted to re- 
peat it and then they sang with a will. They 
are learning passages of Scripture, prayers, 
ete. The work at the present time is rudi- 
mentary, but is made very interesting to the 
children. During the class when I had been 
hearing only Hungarian, I interrupted the 
teacher and asked if the children could all 
understand English. Before he could an- 
swer me, every hand went up like a flash. 

I asked the teacher and the superintend- 
ent at the close of the school if they intend- 
ed to use the Hungarian language all of the 
time, and hinted that we wanted the chil- 
dren to be imbued with the American spirit. 
They informed me that the point of contact 
which most appealed to the parents now 
is the fact that the children are getting the 
Hungarian. They get the English at school 
and their parents want them to retain their 
own language. 

Then, to show the American spirit, Mr. 
Barnes called his own little daughter and 
told her to show the gentleman how she 
could salute the flag. Immediately her heels 
clicked together and, saluting, she recited 
the pledge of allegiance better than many 
of our own children could do. 

Mr. Barnes is a member of our church 
at this place and thoroughly in sympathy 
with us, as well as willing to consecrate 
himself for the sake of his people. He is 
working without salary, and Mr. Azary is 
getting barely more than his expenses from 
the work. 

We are going to come to the Sunday- 
schools of our Church for the money to sup- 
port the work. They have never taken, to 
my knowledge, a special work for home mis- 
sions and now this year we want them to 
plan to furnish the five hundred dollars 
that we will need to carry on the work. 
More definite plans are to be announced 
later. 


Below is Brother McCord’s impressions 
of the work: 


Without doubt, the Christian church of 
the Evangel took on a new lease of life the 
day it opened its doors to a group of keen, 
bright-eyed Hungarian children and formed 
them into a Sunday-school, thus laying the 
foundation for a local, constructive mission- 
ary work that is pregnant with far-reaching 
possibilities. 

The church itself cannot but be imbued 
with renewed zeal, given a broader outlook 
on its God-given mission, and lifted to a 
more earnest, life-giving activity by the en- 
thusiasm of this enterprise which lies so 
closely in keeping with the Master’s last 
command. 

And there is a distinct element of patriot- 
ism in the project. How better can our 
brothers from over the sea who come to 
live among us be made into good and loyal 
American citizens, part and parcel of this 
great people, keenly alive to the high stand- 
wreak, tix lor acuta: that toni tcdbe 

, than o g their hea 
tear and life of Jem Christ and letting 
Him have His way with them? 
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But, above this, here is an otherwise un- 
evangelized group. Left alone and their 
life will run into ——e or chance 
vicious channels. ‘ouched by rist and 
His love, they reach upward unto the eter- 
nal. In them lies one of the opportunities 
for the Church to prove its value—a mag- 
nificent opportunity, and the Church of the 
Evangel is gripping it nobly. 

Only a beginning has been made, but we 
have reason to expect large developments. 
As I sat in the room watching the work as 
it was being done, I cast an almost envious 
eye over toward Brother Barton and those 
who are associated with him in this work. 
Only one thing saved me from letting that 
eye become altogether envious, i. e., that in 
my alloted work I have a quite similar task; 
so I contented myself with breathing a 
silent prayer that this work of the Church 
of the Evangel might become the harbinger 
of many similar enterprises throughout our 
body. E. K. McCorp. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
items for this department to either 


(Please send 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


Rev. Mrs. Belle Hook, President of the 
New York Eastern Conference Woman’s 
Board, will have the sympathy of our sister- 
hood in-her great sorrow. Her husband, 
Rev. C. F. Hook, passed away recently. 





The many friends of Miss LuEmma Hess, 
the Recording Secretary of the Woman’s 
Board for Home Missions, will be sorry to 
hear she is quite ill at her home, 107 South 
Summit Street, Dayton, Ohio. Let all our 
women remember her in prayer, that she 
may be restored to health. 





The Woman’s Boards, through the gener- 
osity of Mrs. Eliza McKeen, of Appleton, 
Wis., have received $220.00 annuity. This is 
an ideal way to have your money invested, 
so that you receive the interest while living, 
and after you are gone, you are represented 
year after year through your money in the 
work of the Kingdom. 


THE “WHY” OF THE CRADLE ROLL 
BY MRS. NOMA CULVER JOHNSON 


Every time you rock me to sleep lately, 
mother, I hear you sigh and say, “I wonder 
why they are always after me to put your 
name on that Missionary Cradle Roll? As 
many times as I have put them off and said, 
‘Well, I’ll think about it, maybe another 
time,’ I’d think they would know I didn’t 
care anything about it and would stop ask- 
ing me.” And then just the other Sunday 
I heard you say to father: “Well, Miss 
Blank was after me again about that Cradle 
Roll and she told me that the dues were 
only fifteen cents, as if that would be an 
incentive to put baby’s name on, but with 
the high cost of living and the prices of 
baby things so extreme, I just couldn’t see 
it. Why, right then baby was needing that 
fifteen cents for a new pair of bootees, so 
I said I just couldn’t spare the money, but 
would think about it.” But, mother, to-day 
when you put me in the crib in the Mothers’ 
Retreat, there was a Missionary Cradle Roll 
baby in there and we talked. “Do you be- 
long to the Missionary Cradle Roll?” she 
asked. I was awfully ashamed to say, “No,” 
but she didn’t seem to mind a bit, and went 
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right on talking. She said that February 
was to be a special month, Mobilization 
Month, I believe she called it, when every 
one would pray a great deal for the ad- 
vancement of the King’s business. She said 
that just now every one is busy thinking 
about the war and is forgetting the mis- 
sionaries and the poor little heathen babies, 
and so the women had planned to make 
February a special month, just to work and 
to pray that the heathen babies might know 
more about Jesus. And I didn’t need to 
ask her why they wanted all the babies on 
the Missionary Cradle Roll, because I could 
see just how they need every one of us, 
because it’s such a great big task and then, 
too, Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world,” 
and He meant every one. I know He meant 
us babies, too. 

Now, mother, won’t you please give my 
name to Miss Blank and tell her how much 
I want to help and that I must have a mite- 
box right away? 

Dayton, Ohio. 


AMERICAN WOMEN GO TO AID 
FRENCH PROTESTANT 
WORKERS 

The first women to go to France under 
distinctively religious auspices, Miss Grace 
Marling and Miss Catherine Wetmore, sail- 
ed from New York on January 25, under 
the auspices of the American Huguenot 
Committee, which represents in America the 
Franco-Belgian Evangelization Committee. 

It is at present impossible for the com- 
mittee to send these women direct to the 
towns now occupied by the Germans, in 
which the French pastors and deaconesses 
are working, so, temporarily, they are being 
“loaned” to a secular organization, La 
Societe Secours d’Urgence, of which Madam 
Joffre is president and Madam Viviani, 
vice-president. 

Miss Wetmore and Miss Marling, who 
have spent a number of months in “inten- 
sive training,” in preparation for this work, 
will go at once to Evianles-Bains, to aid in 
the work of caring for “les repatries”— 
refugees who are being sent by the Germans 
from occupied territory, through Switzer- 
land, back into France. These are mostly 
women and children and are pouring into 
the little town at the rate of about six hun- 
dred a day. 

The underlying purpose of sending Miss 
Marling and Miss Wetmore under these 
auspices and on such a mission, is that, by 
their presence and service among the 
French Protestant workers, they will form 
a “visible link,” an evidence of the close 
sympathy existing between the churches of 
America and those of France. F. C. 


“Christ is the leader upon every moral 
battle-field. Goodness is not easy. It often 
means agony and intense struggle. It takes 
a brave spirit to follow loyally the Hero of 
Gethsemane and Calvary.” 
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EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A.. <- <- 
Providence, R. I. 


Secretary 





DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AT ELON 
COLLEGE 


The Board of Education of The American 
Christian Convention met here in annual 
session January 22-24. The Board is com- 
posed of W. G. Sargent, Providence, R. I., 
chairman; John MacCalman, Lakemont, N. 
Y.; Hugh A. Smith, West Milton, Ohio; 
John A. Stover, Danville, Ill., and W. T. 
Walters, Winchester, Va. 


Dr. Walters conducted the college chapel 
service each day, followed by an address 
from one of the other members of the 
Board. Dr. Smith spoke on, The Arithmetic 
of Life; Dr. MacCalman, on The Future of 
Democracy; Dr. Stover, on, The Larger 
Life, and Dr. Sargent on Reconstruction 
Forces in the Kingdom. 


Dr. Sargent also delivered three lectures 
to the ministerial students. These addresses 
and lectures were all of a high order, deal- 
ing with things of vital importance to so- 
ciety and the Kingdom and were received 
with grateful appreciation by the students 
and faculty. Dr. Sargent’s lectures to the 
ministerial students merit special comment. 
They dealt only with fundamentals, and 
that with a comprehensive scholarship, 
breadth of vision, and an uncompromising 
faith in the gospel message. I regard these 
as among the very best lectures I ever heard 
or read on the subject. They would make a 
fine contribution to the published literature 
along this line. 


Dr. Walters is a graduate of Elon College 
and Dr. Sargent delivered a course of lec- 
tures here a few years ago. The other 
members of the Board were visiting Elon 
and the South for the first time. We were 
delighted with the coming of these brethren. 
Their genial association and Christian fel- 
lowship, together with their vital messages, 
have made a rich contribution to our Elon 
life. We shall cherish the memory of this 
visit and covet its repetition. 


The writer is specially indebted to Dr. 
Walters, who remained over Sunday and 
preached. He gave us a strong, spiritual 
message. N. G. NEWMAN. 


IMPRESSIONS OF ELON COLLEGE 


As a member of the Educational Board, 
it was my privilege to visit Elon College, 
January 22-24. A snowfall caused a wait 
of eight hours in Greensboro, which has 
many excellent modern homes. A renewal 
of fellowship with the members of the 
Board made the delay a real pleasure. 


At Elon College Station we were met 
by Dr. Harper, who gave us a most cordial 
invitation to his home. The kindness, hos- 
pitality, and courtesy of President and Mrs. 
Harper will never be forgotten by the mem- 
bers of the Board. 


The stranger is at once impressed by the 
beautiful situation of Elon College. The 
campus is large and roomy, and suggests 
possibilities far beyond the present demand. 
The buildings are, of course, modern, as the 
college is young. The college supplies 
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water and electric light to the community, 
as well as to its own buildings. 

On finding, next forenoon, a chapel filled 
with students, inquiry discovered that Elon 
can be very exclusive. It has its own “Four 
Hundred,” and is somewhat particular as 
to their quality. As the number of students 
is—I am told—limited to four hundred, and 
as many more would like to attend, the list 
is “culled,” as one gentleman expressed it. 
A “Four Hundred” in less than twenty- 
eight years! 

A very hopeful impression is made by 
the larger percentage of ministerial stu- 
dents, young men who, by their looks, should 
“make good” in any business or profession 
they might choose. 


When one learns that almost every stu- 
dent studies his Bible in classes, voluntarily, 
during each of his four years, the secret of 
the number of ministerial students is plain. 
Bible examinations place Elon College very 
high. A snappy game of basket-ball with a 
visiting team gave the college a score of 
seventy-seven to eleven. Success to Elon 
College. JOHN MACCALMAN. 


UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE—AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the College Board of Trustees on Satur- 
day, January 26, it was decided to eliminate 
all vacations for the remainder of the year, 
to teach on Saturdays during February and 
March, and then close the school year on 
May 15, instead of June 12, as announced 
in the catalogue. The change is made to 
enable the students to do the work of the 
full school year and still be able to assist 
more largely in the agricultural and indus- 
trial activities during the summer. The 
work of the school year will not be impaired, 
but will be intensified. The change in the 
program is meeting with considerable favor. 


C. B. HERSHEY, President. 


JIREH COLLEGE 


The college and community were made 
to realize more keenly that we are at war 
yesterday—January 28—when a message 
came that Private Earl M. Norris had died 
of pneumonia. He had recently gone to 
France, and his parents had received no 
word from him since he left the United 
States. Earl was a member of the gradu- 
ating class of 1917, and voluntarily enlisted 
for army service soon after he graduated. 
He had been an excellent student, and made 
a fine record while he was in college. He 
was active in the social and religious work 
of the community. His father and mother, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua M. Norris, formerly 
from Indiana, and his sister Norma, who 
is a student in the college, live in the com- 
munity, and are deeply grieved by his death. 
The chapel services to-day. were held in 
honor of his memory. President Atkinson 
spoke of his student life, his answer to his 
country’s call, the war, and our duty as 
citizens. 


The college delayed its opening last fall 
until the first of October, to allow the boys 
to remain at home as long as possible to 
assist in the home work. It has been de- 
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cided to continue the class recitations on 
Saturdays, so as to save fuel, and to make 
it possible to close the year’s work early 
in May. The labor problem is serious in 
Wyoming, especially for the farmers and 
ranchmen. There is no lowering of stand- 
ards by these arrangements, and the stu- 
dents will be able to complete the entire 
year’s work. Some of the outside social and 
literary duties and recreations of the stu- 
dents are being eliminated. 

The students gave a literary and musical 
recital Friday evening, January 25. It was 
greatly enjoyed by a fair-sized audience, 
who, in spite of the disagreeable evening, 
came out to hear the program. The Music 
Department will give its regular semester 
recital Wednesday evening, February 6. 

The Sunday-school will present a program 
next Sunday morning in the interest of the 
Armenians. Money is being raised for the 
relief of these suffering people. A short 
time ago the boys and girls agreed to buy 
chewing gum as usual at the store for one 
week, but instead of receiving gum, let the 
money go to the Armenians. This money 
will be added to Sunday’s gifts. A. 





THE WAR CONTINUES TO CLAIM 
OUR BEST 


When diplomatic relations between the 
Imperial German Government and the Unit- 
ed States were severed and final declaration 
by Congress that a state of war already 
existed between Germany and the United 
States, it was the univeral opinion that a 
long, difficult struggle lay before us, one 
that would claim our best, if not our all, to 
win with becoming completeness. Experi- 
ences thus far have demonstrated the right- 
ness of the impression. From the first the 
authorities claimed and secured the best 
from among us and as the authorities con- 
tinue to claim and secure the rule is un- 
varied. On Monday, January 28, Rev. 
James H. Lightbourne, South Whitley, Ind., 
son of the late Dr. A. W. Lightbourne, left 
his parish to enter the army training camp 
at Charlotte, N. C. His going effects an 
immediate loss to the churches at Sidney, 
Colamer, and Booneville, where he has 
labored with complete satisfaction and 
marked success for the past two years and 
more; to the Eel River Conference, in which 
his influence had become a wholesome fac- 
tor, his counsel and advice largely sought; 
and finally to the Christian Church at large, 
in which his ministry was fast becoming 
a gracious benediction. James Lightbourne 
is not nearly so widely known throughout 
the Church as was his father, or as is his 
brother, Rev. A. V. Lightbourne, Dover, 
Delaware, but he has within him the mak- 
ing of a real minister, the latent possibilities 
which, when fully developed, will enable him 
to bear with becoming — the useful 
mantle so worthily borne by his venerable 
father. If any among our brotherhood have 
sons in training at Charlotte, have them 
look up Lightbourne, they will find in him 
a real friend and a true Christian gentle- 
man. 


We shall miss him greatly as he goes 
from our midst. But while we shall miss 
his usual activities as a minister in church 
and conference, we realize that his services 
are not lost to humanity, for indeed he 
goes from a smaller to a larger field. Wher- 
ever he serves in the church, or community, 
or be it the camp, in the trenches, or in 
battle array, his influence shall count for 
his Master and for the winning of men to 
Christ. May God bless James Lightbourne, 
keep him and bring him back to us safe 


and sound. 
‘ L. E. SMITH. 
Huntington, Indiana. 
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ILLINOIS 


Olney, Jan. 26—Weather conditions have 
been so bad for a few weeks and so little 
done in church work that I have not had 
much to report. Hence no news from me. 
I visited Sumner over third Sunday and 
found a “faithful few.” They received me 
kindly. They still use their old house, but 
we believe the way will open for a new 
house. Pastor Shepherd is held in high 
esteem. Am at Oblong and find a number of 
friends who desire the Christian church to 
do business. We expect to hold a while, in 
the hope of reconstructing the work.—A. H. 
BENNETT. 


Tuscola, Jan. 25—The year 1918 is noted 
for its zero weather in central Illinois and 
snow has covered the ground for the past 
twenty days. The scarcity for coal is being 
felt and many are on the oe of suffering 
with the cold. The adage that “God tempers 
the wind to the shorn lamb,” and that help 
will come just in time, make us take cour- 
age and trust Him in all things, for He 
doeth all things well. Many ministers in 
central Illinois were snowbound the second 
Sunday inst. Railroad traffic had entirely 
stopped. Good audiences at U. C. Chapel 
Sunday. The Sunday-school is increasing 
in interest. Sister Nash, evangelist, with 
Pastor E. C. Geeding, are reaping a great 
harvest of souls at Pierson, notwithstanding 
having to battle with the elements and also 
with the “prince of the power of the air.” 
They seem to get the best of him there. 
Watch and pray. The coming months will 
develop some radical changes, both to 
church and state the world over. “Blessed 
is the one whom his Lord finds watching.” 
—I. M. HOE. 


Hindsboro, Jan. 29—As I have never writ- 
ten from the field, will at this time beg a 
space for a few lines. As I am a reader 
of THE HERALD and see so many letters from 
many whom I have learned to love, thought 
that I would at this time appear. I have 
just returned home from Fulton County, 
faite. where I just closed a fine revival 
at the Bloomingsburg church, where I held 
a meeting for my dear Brother McNeely 
two years ago, just three weeks before his 
spirit took its flight and went to God, who 
gave it. The death of my dear brother was 
a sad shock to me, as he was one of the 
sweetest Christian men I ever met. I found 
the church in fair shape. They have for 
their pastor a young man from Defiance 
College by the name of P. A. Hubartt, and 
will say that I have preached in one hun- 
dred and forty-two pulpits and never found 
a finer Christian man in my life. He does 
not carry water on both shoulders at the 
same time, but stands out ready to face both 
saint and sinner with that strong Christian 
character that man cannot give but God 
only, and may God send out more true young 
men like him. I feel that our good people 
at Bloomingsburg are entitled to a Chris- 
tian man, as they are a fine lot of people, 
and they surely love their pastor. T ney 
have a fine Sunday-school, under the lead- 
ership of young Brother Gross, and will say 
the Bible class is surely interesting. Their 
teacher is Brother Chas. Jones, one of the 
best teachers I ever heard. Also have a 
fine Endeavor Society. The young people 
are lining up with the pastor and they are 
making it go. Ma bless the peo- 
ple and pastor. feel that he has great 

rospects before him in this life for the 
Master. The night is dark, as dark can be, 
but some one’s d oft toucheth me; He 
Sly qrome io ucengts cavagh Som” 

y grace enoug! OHN W. 
MAHONEY, Evangelist. 


INDIANA 


Frankfort—Revival services at Antioch 
and Manson churches, held during the latter 
part of last year, resulted in several addi- 
tions to each church. Christmas observ- 
ances at both churches, gladdened the chil- 
dren’s hearts. Organization work of classes, 
missionary societies, etc., are continuing 
steadily, even against apparent discourage- 
ments. General relief work is being done 
in a systematic manner by the church peo- 
ple.—CLARENCE DEFUR. 


Bloomingsburg, Jan. 24—I have just re- 
turned from the Bloomingsburg Christian 
church at Talma, Indiana, where I have 
been conducting a twenty-five-days’ revival 
meeting. The inclemency of the weather 
was against us all the time, however, we 
only missed one service on account of the 
weather. The evangelist, Rev. John Ma- 
honey, who held a successful two-weeks’ 
meeting at this church two years ago, came 
to us and preached the last two weeks of 
the meeting. He was greeted by the many 
persons whose friendship he won two years 
ago, and I am glad that I had the privilege 
of working with him. After a few minutes’ 
talk with the young people’s Sunday-school 
class last Sunday, I got four to make the 
decision and take Christ as their Savior, and 
I feel our meeting was not in vain, as we 
had eleven accessions in all and there was a 
general spiritual awakening among the 
members.—P. A. HUBARTT, Pastor, 220 Ses- 
sion St., Defiance, Ohio. 


MICHIGAN 


I always look for news from Michigan. 
I was pleased to see a letter from North 
Coloma. Glad to know that the work is 
prospering at that place. I would be pleas- 
ed to hear from some of the dear brethren 
whom we have learned to love in years of 
the past. On the front page of THE HER- 
ALD of October 25, 1917, the poet says: 
“There is a treasure divine, that makes life 
shine!” ’Tis the good old gospel religion. 
Thank the Lord for the old way. Heaven 
seems nearer to-day than ever before. We 
appreciate THE HERALD.—M. A. PRESTON. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Manchester, N. H.—From a local paper 
we gather the following news from Man- 
chester: 


One of the most successful patriotic meetings held 
at the Community Christian church was conducted 
last evening. An illustrated lecture was given by 
the pastor, Rev. C. H. Baldwin, who chose for his 
topic, “The Kaiser Compared With the Wickedest 
King in all History up to the Present War.” The 
pastor in his lecture tended to show that never before 
had any individual lived who could begin to equal 
the kaiser in treachery, brutality, and criminality. 
Great enthusiasm was aroused by the pastor’s lecture 
and the church vibrated with applause. President 
Wilson’s picture was thrown on the screen and a 
number of patriotic airs were sung ensemble. The 
national anthem was illustrated by stereopticon views. 

Following the address by the pastor, the annual 
election of officers was held. Celan B. Clark, Charles 
Sawtelle, and Sidney Cook were elected 
Deacon Orin P. Fellows was made deacon emeritus. 

W. Barnard 


. W. and F. 3 
Mrs. J. H. Raymond, clerk; Curtis H. Smith, finan- 
cial secretary; E. E. Morrill, treasurer; Herbert A. 
Cummings, Chester Richardson, Adam L. Miller, and 
Guy B. Darrah, financial committee; William Emer- 
son, Edward Knight, Parker Brown, and John Wag- 


ner, 

The officers elected for the Community Circle are: 
President, Mrs, Harriet E. Sawtelle; Vice-President, 
Mrs. Mabel Fadden; Vice Junior, Mrs. Helen Clark; 
Secretary, Mrs. Edward Pevey; Treasurer, Mrs. 


In the Sunday-school Department, the entire old 
board was reelected. 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Ambridge, Jan. 29—I have just closed a 
two- meeting at our Westville, Ohio, 
church last Sunday evening. We had a 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 
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splendid meeting, taking into consideration 
the weather and other conditions. Using 
the Westville church as a center, there are 
within a radius of two and one-half miles, 
twelve churches, ours being the thirteenth 
and smallest, besides being in a Quaker 
neighborhood and two revivals in progress 
within two miles of us. We had with us 
Rev. W. B. Bonham, pastor of the Williams- 
port, Ohio, Christian church, as our evan- 
gelist. Our crowds were small on account 
of the stormy weather, as it has been al- 
most a continuous blizzard, yet nine pre- 
cious souls accepted Christ as their Savior 
and united with the church. The church 
was revived and we believe seed has been 
sown in this little community that will later 
bear fruit. Our meeting closed with a good 
interest and we believe the last meeting was 
the best, as it seemed we had the best of the 
wine served at the last of the feast. We 
are very glad that in selecting an evangelist 
that we decided to get Rev. Bonham. We 
do not believe we could have secured any 
better. He is a good, earnest worker, his 
sermons are impressive and plain, he 
preaches the plain gospel truth that without 
repentance and regeneration one cannot be 
saved. One thing we love him so much for 
is his fearlessness of his assertions and ha 
hits sin of all kinds and hits them hard 
He also is fine in leading singing and as a 
singing evangelist. We also wish to recom- 
mend him as a good preacher and any one 
wishing to secure an evangelist or a pastor 
cannot make a mistake in securing Rev. 
Bonham.—J. S. EHRHEART, Pastor Chris- 
tian church, Westville, Ohio. 


A REAL REVIVAL 


In these perilous times a community that 
is blessed with a real revival is like an oasis 
in a desert. The Christian church and 
community, of Pierson, Ill., have had such 
a blessing. 


Under the evangelistic leadership of Mrs. 
Charlotte E. Nash, of St. Louis, Mo., we 
began the meeting, January 5. The first 
ten days, “the odds” seemed to be against 
us. The weather was very cold. On ac- 
count of the blizzard on Friday and Satur- 
day nights of the first week, there were 
no services. The first two weeks we had 
services in the afternoons, but these meet- 
ings were so poorly attended that they were 
discontinued after the second week. We had 
announced that likely the building would 
be too small for the audiences, but, some- 
what to our surprise, the seating capacity 
was at no service overtaxed. Even in the 
face of these apparent hindrances, however, 
we pressed on, and on Saturday night (two 
weeks from the time the meeting began) 
there were several conversions. Rev. Il. M. 
Hoel was present at this service and, in his 
unique manner, gave us a boost. From this 
bree hour, men, women, boys and girls, sur- 
rendered their lives to Jesus Christ, until 
Sunday night, January 27, we closed with 
a glorious victory, the rd ving reward- 
ed our efforts with thirty-four souls. One 
onesie, Dees of the results of the 


Sees ae. who professed = _ 
meeting united 
‘Christian church and two united 


some other ch or 
where they will cast their lot. 
this number, we have reasons to believe, will 
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sooner or later unite with the Christian 


church. : 
Sister Nash preaches; a plain and simple 
ister p - e 


gospel, the kind .that rd delights to 
honor. We feel that any church that wants 
the assistance of an —— and is — 
ing to cooperate with one in prayer a 
ae oanic is not or to make a mis- 
take in calling Sister Nash. : 

Some of the Baptist, people of Pierson 
were in attendance every night of the meet- 
ing and assisted us ably. Brother Lou h, 
their pastor, was with us last Saturday 
7 and Sunday night and rendered splen- 
did assistance. 

The church and community of Atwood 
were represented at the meeting several 
times, which may result in bringing Sister 
Nash to Atwood for a meeting sometime 
in the near future. 

I cannot begin to tell you how God has 
blessed Pierson community, church, and 
pastor, so I will close, giving Him the glory. 

E. C. GEEDING. 

Atwood, Iil. ; 





MESSAGE 


From Protestant Churches of America Sent 
By Federal Council to Protestant 
Churches of France 


At a dinner given January 22 by the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, in honor of the completion of 
their mission by the two French Army chap- 
lains, Captain A. E. Victor Monod, and 
Captain Georges Lauga, who have been 
touring this country as official delegates 
from the French Protestant Committee, and 
who returned to France January 24 to take 
up again their duties at the front, the fol- 
lowing message from the churches of Amer- 
ica to the churches of France was presented 
to the chaplains by Rev. Charles S. Mac- 
farland, General Secretary of the Federal 
Council : 


A MESSAGE TO THE FEDERATION OF FRENCH 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES AND THE FRENCH 
PROTESTANT COMMITTEE, FROM THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN AMERICA 


DEAR ean :—We have spans with 
gratitude and joy, your message and your 
messengers. Your epistle has been conveyed 
to all our churches, and to its bearers, ve 7 
lain Georges Lauga and Chaplain A. E. 
Victor Monod, we have ony ot to accord 
our best hospitality and the largest oppor- 
tunity for a hearing before our people. 

Your nation has been, for more than a 
century, bound to ours by the ties of your 
service to us and to the world and of our 
gratitude and affection for you. Huguenot 
history has always been a source of deep 
inspiration and stimulation to our pastors, 
our churches, and our people. 

During recent days, our two nations have 
been, by the hand of God, united in a solemn 
league and covenant which we trust and 
profoundly believe will endure beyond our 
union in conflict for common ideals of truth 
and freedom, and will forever bind us to- 
gether in the coming brotherhood of free 
nations and peoples which is the end we 
now seek to secure by our unity in sacrifice. 

Your sacrifices have been in our behalf 
and are our heritage. May your suffering 
become the burden of our hearts, 

By the closer union of your evangelical 
bodies and by the common agreement of 
those among us in cooperation with > it 


ena p> ele een ae ly — 
urches in deeper sympathy, in prayer, an 
in material help in the work of reconstract- 


your own churches and by’ this means, 
it Souiidine the waste places of your be- 
loved land, so that its countenance may once 
more fittingly express the gracious spirit of 
your people as its devastation. now bears 
witness to the undying soul of your nation. 
We shall endeaver to keep in’sight of ‘our 
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churches, your unmeasured needs, in the 
midst of the sometimes confusing multitude 
of missionary and humanitarian appeals 
now beseeching their support. 

You are relatively few in number, but 
the Kingdom of God is not measured in 
these terms; it is like the leaven hid in 
many measures of meal. We enter into no 
debate concerning those of other faith in 
your land; our mood is constructive, but 
we believe, that as in centuries past, your 
faith has given light to your people, so the 
future has a divine mission for your 
churches. 


From our knowledge of your history, go- 
ing back for centuries, from the story that 
comes to us daily from those of our nation, 
our soldiers, our physicians, our nurses 
whose high privilege it is to serve with you, 
from the lips of our own representatives 
who met in prayer and conference with you 
two years ago, we have learned of your 
faithful ministrations in sacrifice, in serv- 
ice, in guiding and inspiring your nation. 

Your messengers have been the personal 
embodiment of these sentiments. ey have 
imparted to us the moral and spiritual at- 
mosphere which has sustained you and your 
people; they have fulfilled the word of. the 
great apostle and have let all bitterness be 
put away from them, that the fruit of the 
spirit might abound. They have ever been 
found among us speaking the truth in love, 
but ever faithfully speaking the truth. 

Our own ideals have been made clearer 
to us and the spirit of our own faith deep- 
ened and our loyalty inspired for the cause 
which unites us, by their message, and even 
more by the messengers themselves. We be- 
lieve you were guided by the spirit and the 
hand of God in the choice of your apostles 
to us. We have deeply sorrowed that one 
of them came to us broken in health, worn 
by his faithful service, and yet, at the same 
time, we have rejoiced in the privilege of 
prayer in his f and of ministering to 
him with our own hands and are happy 
because we can return him to you stronger 
than when he came. 

Our plans for furthering the interchange 
of thought and life between the religious 
forces of our nations and our hopes for the 
conservation and development of your evan- 
gelical churches and missions, they will 
make known to you. We respond heartily 
to the splendid proposals of your message. 
We trust that in days to come, we may, in 
some measure, repay the debt we owe to 
your nation and to your churches, an ac- 
count whose interest has been for centuries 
eee and which we can never over- 

e. 


May God grant that as we are now in 
some measure the partakers of your suffer- 
ings, we may in the better days share with 
you in the triumph of justice, freedom, and 
holy love. 

In behalf of the churches, 

The Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 


FRANK MASON. NorTH, 
President. 
CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, 
General Secretary. 


A JOINT CAMPAIGN 


New York, Jan. 22—Herbert Asquith, the 
former British Prime Minister; Bishop 
Gore, Viscount Bryce, Viscount Grey, 
Arthur Henderson, the Labor Party Leader, 
and other eminent British statesmen and 
churchmen have been invited to visit the 
United States and make a speaking tour of 
the Retneipal cities, under the auspices of 
the National Committee on the Churches 
and the Moral Aims of the War. In making 
public ‘to-day the contents of a cablegram 
addressed to Ambassador Page, in London, 


the committee announced that its purpose in 


hetegiley Sele Sank > Denotes, ee Pe Bee 
m 


ote ay nay America _ her ae 
es during the war and prepare pu 
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Arnold’s 
Practical Commentary 


On the International Sunday-school Lessons 
fer 1918 


neat eo — 
Readings. 3. son en 

Practical Truth, Topie and Outline arranged 
as a responsive exer- 
cise. 4. Text also in 


Home 


Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. 





The Primary Class. 17. 
18. Bible Dictionary. 233 pages. 


Maps. 
Price, Postpaid, 70c. 


We will send The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty and a copy of Arnold’s Practical C 


accompany order for this combination offer. 





Other Commentaries 
a Select Notes, Price, post- 


scecosaresnsbentsscasecccesbebenstsosasecaceécuesescren GOD 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, postpaid...... 1.35 


The Gist of the Lesson, By R. A. Tor- 
rey, D. D., vest pocket size, price, 


cuvoneleiphisesisitheossenaphisnnianienetbion, neh 


Self-pronouncing Lesson Commentary, 
by J. M. Coon, V. P. size. 
Priee, cloth bin 
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The cablegram addressed to the American 
Ambassador was signed by ex-President 
Taft and Alton B. Parker, aes the 
League to Enforce Peace; Hamilton Holt 
and Rev. Frederick Lynch, representing the 
Church Peace Union, and Rev. Charles S. 
Macfarland, representing the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America. These 
three organizations have joined efforts in a 

g campaign that will utilize the 

e churches to reach every community in 

the United States. The cable said in part: 


“Joint campaign among the churches 
planned by League to Enforce Peace and 
Church Peace Union in conjunction with 
Federal Council of Churches and Mr. Creel’s 
Committee on Public Information and ap- 
proved by the Administration with object of 
educating ministers and laymen and public 
opinion in all parts of the country in support 
of the government in its p to destroy 
Prussian militarism and establish a 


eee Se: Se eeeeme oe he 
en, for a campai our 
leading cities?” on 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Executive. Secre- 
tary of the committee, announced that plans 
have been laid to reach 150 of the prin- 
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course, we did not go ahead until we were 
sure of the A on’s approval. 

“The men chosen to appeal to the country 
in this movement will include many of the 
foremost laymen and cle en, without re- 
es to political or religious affiliations. 

ere will be no speakers, however, who do 
not stand for winning this war ainst 
Prussian autocracy, and for the establish- 
ment, after the war, of a League of Nations 
to safeguard the peace for which we and 
our allies have made such tremendous sac- 
rifices.” 


A FRAUD 


To the Editor: 

The following paragraphs, contained in a 
letter from Mr. George T. Scott, Assistant 
Secretary to the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, calls attention to a kind of fraud 
which is prevalent, and sure to increase 
during the war: 

You may remember Mr. Atto Eshiya of Persia, 
who presented to you about a year ago a letter of 

troduction from Bishop Ostenfels of Denmark. You 
may remember that Eshiya’s story was to the effect 
that Presbyterian missionaries were mi: ing the 
expenditure of relief funds in West Persia and that 
the logical person to handle such funds was himself! 
You will be interested in knowing that Eshiya has 
been arrested by local authorities in Trenton as a 
fraudulent beggar and is now out on bail. 

I mention this faker, who came to you so well 
recommended, merely because he is typical of many 
hundreds of similar Oriental frauds getting rich on 
the chdrity of American, largely church, people. The 
New York World, in its magazine section of October 
28, 1917, gave a two-page expose of this “‘ 
swindle.” A fortnight ago, Mr. Nolan Best, editor 
of The Continent, wrote a very good warning item 
against these fraudulent solicitors. The fraud, how- 
ever, is so broadcast that I have been wondering if 
the Federal Council of Churches could not get out a 
little pronouncement on the subject which it would 
ask the denominational papers of the various com- 
munions to publish. 


The Commission on Social con which 
is responsible for War Relief of the General 
War-Time Commission of the Churches, ad- 
vises that this matter be called to the atten- 
tion of pastors and church givers in the 
form of a warning against such im ers. 
Pastors should inform themselves, when un- 
authorized solicitors appear, and givers 
should report suspicious persons. The 
American Committee on Armenian and 
Syrian Relief says: “Beware of solicitors. 
committee pays no commissions and 
authorizes no collectors other than well- 
known treasurers.” 
Very sincerely yours, 
WortH M. Tippy, 
Executive Secretary. 
Jan. 80, 1918. 





GERMAN CHARGE OF DISLOYALTY 
AMONG AMERICAN CHURCHES 
REPORTED BY FEDERAL 
COUNCIL 


In refutation of the statement of Profes- 
sor Deissmann, of Berlin, that the Ameri- 
can churches are not supporting the war— 
a charge based on the assertion that the 
Federal Council had not issued any state- 
ment until a month after war was declared 


retary of the Council, has issued a state- 
ment calling attention to the fact that the 
officers of the Council sent a message to 
President Wilson within twenty-four hours, 
assuring him of the whole-hearted support 
of the American churches. 

The statement to which Professor Deiss- 
mann referred was issued by a full 


ashin after 
was declared, the eeepeing eke Sang 
been given to preparation for the meeting. 
This gathering included resentatives of 
all the Protestant forces, denomina- 
tional and interdenominational. The utter- 
ance : “We are here to pledge allegi- 
ance in unstinted measure, without haste 


or pa. to oe inspire the nation 
and to keep ever ore the eyes of our- 
selves and of our allies the ends for which 
we fight.” 

_ At the present time the Federal Council 
is preparing, with other church bodies, for 
a nation-wide campaign to educate the 

ple in the moral aims of the war. Dr. Mac- 
farland, who is an advisory member of the 
Speakers’ Bureau of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Information, recently presented to Mr. 
Creel and the President the results of a 
nation-wide questionnaire, amon, the 
preachers, giving clear evidence of their 
earnest and practically unanimous support 
of the policies of the ident. “Indeed,” 
said he, “in the main, the preachers who 
have been the most urgent pacifists are 
now in a large measure the most earnest 
supporters of the war, in the feeling that 
the victory of the allies is not only the 
surest, but the only way of securing an en- 
during peace.” 


DIED IN HIS COUNTRY’S SERVICE 


Many homes are sorrowing because the 
cruel war has taken from father and mother 
and brother and sister and other loved ones, 
the strong young man who has been cut 
down in the beginning of his best days. It 
was so in the DeCamp home, at Murlin 
Heights (Chambersburg, Ohio). Little more 
than months ago Floyd Raymond De- 
Camp joined the army and went into train- 
ing in a camp in Texas. Early in January 
he was transferred to New York and then 
to Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he was ex- 
postin at an early date to sail for France. 

en teas the time of departure came, he 
was stricken with pneumonia and died on 
Jan. 17, 1918, in the military hospital at Hal- 
ifax. He was born in Van Wert, O., March 15, 
1900. The body was sent home and was 
buried in Willow Hill Cemetery on Sunday, 
January 27. The funeral was held in the 
Chambersburg Christian church and was 
largely attended, not only by the people of 
the community, but also by a de ent 
of the Signal Corps from the United States 
forces. The bearing of these soldiers in the 
funeral service was very modest and im- 
pressive. They followed the remains to their 
last resting-place, and when the body had 
been laid away, “taps” was sounded and the 
company dispersed. The funeral was con- 
ducted by the pastor, Rev. G. R. Van Zant 
the sermon for the occasion was preached 
by the editor of this paper. Great sympathy 
was felt for the father and mother and the 
brother and sister. Though young in years 
Floyd has the distinction of having laid 
down his life in defense of his country. 
Peace to his ashes! oe Fe 





DEATH OF WILLIAM DECK 


“Elder William N. Deck was born Jan. 
25, 1842. Married October 4, 1863. United 
with the Christian Church in 1874. Was 
ordained as a minister of the Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Conference in 1876. Was 
pastor of South Pulaski Christian church 
(home church) for ten years; Bethel, 
Middle Creek church, for two years; Mt. 
Zion for two, and Antw 
Received into the church during his serv- 
ices, 108 converts; officiated at twenty-eight 
funerals; baptized, 63; married forty couple. 
ae ee an. 


The above, with the exception of the date 


in the last clause, was written by the de- 


i Schartzer, October 

4, 1863, who passed to the other shore, Ma 

10, 1902. To this union were born six - 

May 10 1916" the eldest danke te 
ay e 

Lenora Frederick, also passed to the beyond. 


the evening of January 16, 1918 
the age of 75 years, 11 months, and 16 days, 
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he peacefully fell asleep, 
good fight, kept the faith, and 
receive his rew: 
He leaves to on etek at Fe 
companion, a daughter, Laura 
Wayne, Ind.; a son, _— Deck, and three 
1 , Lois Frances Deck and 
rgia Grim, of Bryan, Ohio,.and many 
other relatives and friends. 
He was a kind and loving father, an affec- 
tionate husband, a friend to those in n 
a@ good neighbor, and a faithful follower 
the Savior whom he dearly loved and served. 
Funeral services were held at his late 
residence January 19, 1918, Rev. Howard, 
pastor of the U. B. church, and a close 
neighbor, officiating, and remarks by Judge 
Charles A. Bowersox. 
The following verses, composed by the 
deceased, were sang at his funeral: 


fought the 
gone to 


“THE LIT UP WAY 
When I opened the door of my heart He came in; 


Then Jesus accepted of me; 
He bid all depart, 


Since Jesus has gained the control. 


The dark valley of death I do fear not its gloom, 
Since Jesus has lit up the way, 

And with joy I do sing, I’m a child of the King, 
As long as I go not astray. 


Chorus: 





OUR COUNTRY’S PRAYER 





The Religious-Patriotic Motto 


CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM—That love 
and respect for the righteous laws and 
honorable institution by which we, as a pee- 
ple, are governed—finds vent from the 
Christian heart in prayer to Almighty Ged 
fer a continuation of His great grace upon 
our noble land. 


This motto expresses that innermost de- 
sire of every intelligent American Chris- 
tian, and the demand for this wall decora- 
tion is created as soon as people hear of ft 
or see it. - The artistic embossed design— 
bearing the flag of the Union, tinted in its 
three colors of red, white, and blue—has an 
art-velvet background, mounted on stiff 
beard. 


Flag-staffs and lettering embossed in 
white. Silk cord to hang by. 


Size, 10x12 Inches. No. 5460. Each, 30 cents. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Wolfeboro, N. H.—Dr. Carlyle Summer- 
bell, President of our New England Con- 
vention, is still as busy as ever. He recently 
addressed the Men’s Club of the Wolfeboro 
a church on The Bolsheviki of 

ussia. 





Mirror Lake, N. H.—The reports from 
this field are encouraging in every way. 
Though the event referred to in the follow- 
ing item of The Granite State News occur- 
red several weeks ago, the report indicates 
something of the splendid spirit in which 
the people are cooperating with Mr. and 
Mrs. Passey in their work: 


Thursday evening, December 20, the friends and 
neighbors of our pastor and wife, to the number of 
83, gathered at the parsonage for the purpose of 
giving them a donation or pounding. E. B. Edgerly 
with a few well-chosen remarks presented them the 
various articles brought. They were taken completely 
by surprise, for they were expecting just a few 
singers to meet for rehearsal. Mr. Passey responded, 
thanking one and all for their kindness aad heartfelt 
good wishes for pastor and wife, which were most 
heartily reciprocated by them. A very pleasant even- 
ing was spent in social chat and song, after which 
goot nights were said and the people returned to 
their homes, feeling that one more link in the chain 
of sympathy and Christian love between pastor and 
people had been woven. 





New Bedford, Mass.—Though all services 
are held in the vestry on account of coal 
shortage, the work of the White church 
continues to move along splendidly under 
the able leadership of Dr. F. H. Peters, who 
is now in the ninth year of his pastorate 
there. The recent request of the pastor to 
be released has been refused by unanimous 
vote. In his Christmas greeting to his peo- 
ple, Dr. Peters en for loyal support 
of the gospel of Christ and the benevolent 
activities of the church, in these days of 
great sacrifice and need. The following 
message from the pastor speaks for itself: 

Our White Gifts Christmas service was the best we 
have had in every way. The people had given liber- 
ally to the Y. M. C. A. war work, Red Cross, Halifax 
sufferers, etc., but notwithstanding these calls they 
gave nearly twice as much money, clothing, etc., as 
ever before. 

Our Red Cross auxiliary has about seventy-five 
members who meet every Wednesday in the church 
vestry. Of course, this requires constant work and 
giving. 

Our special offering for Halifax was $98.50. 

Our annual roll-call meeting was held on Thursday 
evening, January 17. The annual business meeting, 
at which reports from all organizations connected 
with the church are received and officers elected, was 
held on the following Monday evening, January 21. 
This meeting was marked by a spirit of courage and 
enthusiasm which seems to promise well for the work 
of the present year. 

Special emphasis will be placed on the evangelistic 
appeal through February and March, especially during 
the Lenten period, and Easter Sunday will be observ- 
ed as Ingathering Day. We hope to receive several 
into the church on that day. 


courage somewhat, but the people are patiently 
awaiting the opportunity to carry their fond hopes 
for a new church home into effect. 


ENGLISH. 


Fallen Asleep 


GEORGE W. MARTIN, formerly of Kokomo, died 
in Indianapolis, January 9, 1918, in his sixtieth year. 
Funeral services by writer in parlors of Aerie of 
Eagles, Kokomo, Saturday, January 12, 2h 30 a. m. 














DAVID N. MOORE, respected member of the Har- 
rison Street Christian ch » died at family 


residence, Kokomo, January 14, 1918, in his sixty-first 
year. His wife and one ive. 








ISAAC LAUGHLIN was born 
ago. Deremper 16, 2BSt. be was 
Priscilla Potts Hall. Tn 1860 he united with 
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Antioch Christian church, remaining faithful thereto 
till death. His wife preceded him oan oar and 
four months. He leaves his only child family, 
Mrs. Joseph Young, to mourn the loss. Services at 
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Rev. E. A. Watkins, Lima, Ohio. 
Rev. Jesse E. Jones, Route A, Richmond, Indiana. 
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Rev. + Lockwood, Fruitland, Md. 
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KEEP THEIR NAMES BEFORE 
“QUR COUNTRY’S DEFENDERS” 


The accompanying picture tells the story. 
Inscribe their names upon the roll. The 
boys who fight for good “Old Glory.” 


Their Records Hang Upon the Wall 


This beautiful photogravure Honor Roll, size 
16x20 inches, “Old Glory” shown in her 
virgin colors. Every schoolroom should 
have one, also every church and home. The 
Father of His Country, the Emancipator of 
His Country and the Defender of Democrasy 
and Defenders of Their Country. Price, 50e. 
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EDUCATIONAL WEEK 
Beginning Sunday, February 24th 


Authorized by the 
EDUCATIONAL BOARD 
THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


Cooperation of Churches and Schools Invited 


See Plans Outlined on: Page Four 


The Christian Publishing Association 
DAYTON, OHIO 








[Our Question Box is not « forum for discussion. 
It aims to give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 


department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right--that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—Ep1Tor.] 








1013—Why Allowed, Then at All? 


Question—If 1 Tim. 2:12 be true, then why are 
women allowed to preach? Is it right for a woman 
to teach a Sunday-school class? 


It may be because a good many think 
they know of a better way than the one 
Paul marked out. As to that, each one must 
decide for himself or herself. Yes, I know 
of no prohibition to a woman teaching a 
Sunday-school class. Some women make the 
best Sunday-school teachers in the world. 





1014—Why Do Editors Dislike It? 


Question— Why do editors dislike to criticise and 
return rejected manuscripts, even when postage is 
sent for it?—S. W. 


Some do not, but we presume those who 
do, do not like to do it lest they discourage 
the young writer. Then some editors do 
not return rejected manuscripts. We pre- 
sume that is when there is likely to arise 
some contention over the matter. As may 
be the case when the party feels aggrieved 
and wishes to punish the editor for reject- 
ing the manuscript. I am persuaded, how- 
ever, that most men who are serving as 
editors, would much rather use manuscript 
and so encourage writers, when they can 
conscientiously do so, than to reject it and 
so wound the writer. As a rule, we do not 
reject any manuscript, except for some good 
and well-defined reason, and when that is 
the case, it is much better for the writer to 
yield to the editor’s decision gracefully and 
kindly, and then go and try again. It is 
said that trying again was never beaten. 





1015—Which Is the Stronger? 


Question—In 1 John 4:8, we read, “God is love.” 
In John 5: 40, we read, “And ye will not come to me 
that ye might have life.” In view of these two state- 
ments may I ask: Which is the stronger, God’s love 
or man’s.will? If the former, wherein has there 
been a lack of the manifestation of God’s love toward 
the Kaiser that his heart might have been changed? 
Then who is to blame? 


You do not look at the two questions from 
the right standpoint. You seem to see God’s 
love as making a drive against man’s will. 
God does not force the will of man to be 
true to Him—He gives man a free will, then 
tells him what is right, and what is wrong, 
and leaves him free to choose his own 
course. God seeks to reach man and win 
him to a life of love and righteousness, not 
by force, but by wooing him. If man 
chooses to set himself against God, God 
permits him to do so, even in the face of 
divine love... There has been no lack of 
manifested love toward the Kaiser. He has 
simply failed to receive it and to yield him- 
self to God, and therefore he has gone 
astray. No oné is to blame, so far as we 
know, for the Kaiser’s course but himself. 
The right of choice belongs to the Kaiser, as 
to the rest of us, and he has exercised that 
right, as many others have done, to his sor- 
row, and if not to his sorrow, then certainly 
to the sorrow of the world. John 5: 40 de- 


cidedly confirms this fiew—man exercising 
his choice, goes his own way. While God’s 
love is: strong, very strong, He declines to 
force man to yield to His love. You see 
forced love is no love at all, hence our Fath- 
er wishes us to love Him of choice and not 
under force. It is thus possible for man to 
resist God’s love, not that man’s will is 
stronger than God’s love, but because God 
gives man the choice. 





1016—Is It Murder or What Is It? 


Question—Is the person who takes up arms against 
his fellow men in battle disobeying the command, 
eae not kill,” as expressed in Exod. 20:13? 


The statement to which you refer bears 
upon the acts of malice in individuals to- 
ward their fellows. The man who precipi- 
tates war is most likely a murderer, but the 
man who goes to war in obedience to the 
command of organized government can 
hardly be classed with the man who, out 
of malice and with premeditation, kills his 
fellows. Take the case of David, who killed 
Goliath, when he was defying the armies of 
the living God, would you say that David 
was a murderer because he killed Goliath? 
As a matter of fact, he was honored for 
killing this enemy of God’s people. We do 
not think hé was a murderer. Joshua, of 
whom it was said he wholly followed the 
Lord, led the armies of the Lord into 
battle, destroying many of the enemies of 
the Lord. Were Joshua and his men mur- 
derers? But, coming to our own time. Did 
the Belgians commit murder when they re- 
pelled ‘the invading Germans in 1914? Are 
Pershing’s men committing murder when 
they kill the men who sank the Lusitania? 
If so, then are all who kill, under any cir- 
cumstances, murderers? It seems to us that 
Bible examples will not justify us in class- 
ing all soldiers as murderers. Undoubtedly, 
the invading force which enters a country, 
without a righteous cause, and kills the 
people, they.are murderers, but the men 
who, though they take the life of their op- 
pressors, are only defending their country 
from the havoc and ruin of the invaders, it 
seems to us that they are not murderers 
in the ordinary sense. If a robber enters 
your home at night and you find him seek- 
ing to enter the room where your wife is 
sleeping—would you shoot him down, or 
would you allow him to go on and murder 
your wife? If you should shoot him down 
to take care of your wife, would you look 
upon yourself as a murderer? If so, on 
what ground would you so regard yourself?’ 
It is up to you-to say. Then, if you would 
shoot down such a robber, and not make 
yourself a murderer in so doing, why will 
not the same principle prevail when a coun- 
try finds another nation entering its domain 
for the purpose of robbing it of its citizens 
and its wealth, why not that country de- 
fend itself just as you did your home? It 
seems to me the principle is the same. I 
abhor war with all my heart, but what 
can I do if my country is invaded by an 
enemy, an enemy which seeks to destroy, 
not merely my family, but the families of 








the nation, in order to bring them into 
subjection and slavery to a cruel enemy 
(nation)? I should like for J. B. H. to tell 
our readers what he would do in such a case. 
If he can show how he would be justified 
to allow a robber to kill his wife as she 
sleeps and plunder his home and drive his 
children to beggary, then I may be able to 
give him further light on this interesting 
question. 





1017—A Short Course for Writers 


Question—Have you any short course for writers 
in English, which you could recommend to young 
writers? If not, give us some of the rules which you 
like to see observed.—An Honest Inquirer. 


Griffith and Rowland Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa., publish a small book written by a Mr. 
Jones on hints to writers. It is small and 
cheap, but very helpful. Almost any book- 
store would be able to show you some such 
book. I am specially glad to see you seek- 
ing to inform yourself along lines on which 
you propose to work. As to any suggestions 
I might make, at best they must be frag- 
mentary. There are a few suggestions 
which might be of some assistance, if fol- 
lowed. Be simple in yqur expression. It 
takes a master to use successfully language 
which is highly ornate. Write short 
sentences. Even the best writers get their 
sentences lap-heavy when they make them 
long. Do your best to make your thought 
plain, so as not to be misunderstood by the 
reader. Be sure to study punctuation. 
Learn where a capital letter belongs and 
then put it there, but not in other places 
where it does not belong. Punctuation as a 


‘whole is a rare accomplishment and much 


to be desired. Do not be long. Learn 
to spell well—it is a rare accomplish- 
ment. Again and again I have had 
to correct manuscript in spelling and 
punctuation till when I was through 
with it it looked almost as if every word 
had something wrong in it. Occasionally I 
find men and women of rare opportunities 
who spell badly and punctuate poorly. Asa 
rule, a woman catches on to these rules 
more. readily than a man does. Be careful, 
too, not to repeat your ideas, save occa- 
sionally when there is a special cause for 
making an effort to impress a thought on 
the mind of the reader—in that case a 
repetition may be excused now and then. 
Try, too, to cultivate an easy style of ex- 
pression. Too much effort in this direction 
may result in a labored style rather than 
an easy one. One thing will help the young 
writer very much, and that is to read as 
nearly as possible only the writings of men 
who have written in that easy way. Joseph 
Addison was a marked success in that sort 
of expression, so was Charles Dickens. By 
reading that kind of literature, you will 
help form your own style. Then there is 
no better style for ease of expression and 
simplicity of language than our King James 
Version of the Bible. It is the best English 
in the world. But I am taking too much 
space and yet have not said much—a bad 
example for one who seeks to help another 
to form a better style. 





